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General Article 


THE PROPORTIONS OF CERTAIN 
POISONOUS SUBSTANCES IN 
FEEDING STUFFS AND THEIR 

EFFECT ON LIVESTOCK* 


Dr. J. F. TOCHER, 
ABERDEEN 


(1) EXPERIMENTS ON THE EFFECT OF SALT ON PIGS 


Arrangements were made at the Rowett 
Institute to test the effect of varying propor- 
tions of salt in rations fed to 30 pigs over 
a period of three months. 

The 30 pigs were divided into five groups 
of six for the purpose (1) of determining the 
optimum allowance of salt to Keep the animals 
in health, (2) of ascertaining whether any 
injurious effects on the animals occurred when 
the pigs were fed with salt in excess, and 
(3) of noting whether death resulted as the 
effect of feeding pigs with a ration containing 
high proportions of salt. 

The following is a.summary of the results 
of these experiments which were conducted 
under the direction of Mr. Arthur Crichton. 
(a) Experiments with 30 Pigs. 

The 30 pigs were all approximately three 
months old and in good health. Six (Group I) 
were fed on a basal ration consisting of sharps, 
wheat, maize, extracted soya bean meal, 


ground limestone, cod-liver oil and separated 
milk. Group I was therefore a control experi- 


ment. Groups II to V were also fed on the 
above ration and, in addition, received salt as 
indicated in the following table (Table IT). 


TABLE 1. 








Average Quantity Duration 








Average Increase of Salt of 
Group. Initial in in the Experi- Result. 
Weight. Weight. Ration. ment. 
I 61-3 1-23 None 90 days —_ 
(control) 
I] 61-2 1-42 0-25 oz. No toxic 
daily effect 
III 61-3 1-39 0-50 oz. 
daily 
IV 61-5 1-09 1-00 oz. 
daily 
V 61-6 1-28 3-00 oz. 
daily 








Group V was fed with a ration containing 
O25 ounce salt to begin with. The salt was 
gradually increased after the first week by 
O25 per week when the total daily consumption 
was three ounces, 

These results show that salt does not have 
a toxic effect on pigs fed with quantities vary- 
ing from 025 to 8 ounces daily provided that 
salt is gradually increased up to three ounces 
per day. 

The addition 
extent of 4 ounce and 
ground limestone and 


of quantities of salt to the 
} ounce, together with 
cod-liver oil improved 
the rate of growth to the extent of about 
12 per cent, Large daily doses of salt) (¢.9., 
three ounces) did not appear to produce any 
injurious effect, but no beneficial results were 
evident. 

(b) Salt suddenly added to the Ration. 

A ration containing 11 per cent, of salt was 
offered in the dry condition to a pig weighing 
61 1b. The pig refused to eat any of the ration. 
The ration was moistened with four pounds 
of water. The food was again left untouched. 
Another ration containing 45 per cent. of salt 
was next offered. Even after starving for 
three days the pig ate only one-half of this 
ration. It evidently was not relished. An 
ordinary ration, free from salt, was eaten with 
evident relish the next day. The results from 
(a) and (0b) indicate that pigs can be induced 
to consume fairly high proportions of salt if 
gradually added to the ration but will not eat 
a ration containing the same high proportion 
of salt if the change is from no salt to a salty 
ration. 


(Il) EXPERIMENTS ON THE EFFECT OF SALT ON 
POULTRY 
(a) On Three Wyandotte Hens. 

The experiments were conducted on three 
Wyandotte hens two years old. The ration 
consisted of bran, sharps, maize, oats, extracted 
soya bean meal and chalk, with the addition 
of OF per cent, salt. This constituted the 
normal or control ration. After being fed on 
this ration the hens were given salt in the 
following proportions: (1) 25) per cent., 
(11) 5 per cent., (IIT) 7:5 per cent. The results 
were as follows :— 


* The author wishes to acknowledge with 
thanks the aid given by the Highland and Agri- 
cultural Society of Scotland. The Directors 
voted a grant to assist in defraying the cost 
of this investigation. 
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Tasie II. 
Days 
No. Amount of Salt in Food Required Results to 
Given. to eat 7th Day. 
Food. 





1 12-5gms.in 500 gms. feed 6 days Fairly normal 


3 266 . " Listless and 
and scouring 
3 37-5 _,, - - 5 days— 
Isthen Dead 6th day 
3 days— 


2nd hen Severe diarrhaea 


It is clear from these results that poultry 
can tolerate salt to the extent of 2°5 per cent., 
but higher proportions affect their health, while 
proportions amounting to T5) per cent. or over 
cause death, 


(b) On Poultry with varying Proportions of Salt 
in the Feed, 

Another series of experiments was conducted 
on poultry with rations containing from 2} to 
S per cent. of salt. The food consisted of 
bran, sharps, maize, oats, extracted soya bean 
meal and chalk. No ill-effects were noted when 
the quantity of salt present in the ration was 
below 3 per cent. The fowls became listless 
and suffered from scouring when the proportion 
of salt reached 5 per cent. Two birds died 
when fed on a ration containing 8S per cent. 
of salt. Others suffered from severe diarrhoea 
and recovered when put on a normal ration 
containing 4 per cent. of salt. It is clear from 
the results that salt is poisonous to poultry 
when present to the extent of 5 per cent. and 
over, of the ration. One ounce to the pound 
of food (588 per cent.) is distinctly poisonous 
to fowls and 13 ounces to the pound (7:5 per 
cent.) certainly causes death. 


(111) THe Composition oF LINSEED AND LINSEED 
CAKE 

Linseed contains about 36 per cent. oil, 24 
per cent. of proteins or albuminoids and 28 
per cent, of carbohydrates. Linseed cake con- 
tains from 8 to 10 per cent. of oil, from 28 
to 30 per cent. of albuminoids and from 30 to 
38 per cent, of carbohydrates. Both linseed 
and linseed cake contain a minute proportion 
of a glucoside* capable under moist and warm 
conditions of producing hydrocyanie acid. I 
have never in any sample of linseed found more 
than -O5 per cent. of acid developed from the 
glucoside present. 


* The cyanogenetic glucoside is known as 
phaseolunatin (C,,H,,O,N). When_hydrolised it 


is converted into acetone (CH,CO CH,) and 
hydrocyanic acid (HCN). 247 parts of phaseo- 
lunatin if completely hydrolised yield 27 parts 
HCH. (Nine parts glucoside yield one part 
CN.) 
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(IV) EXPERIMENTS ON THE EFFECTS OF THE LINSEED 
GLUCOSIDE AND THE ACCOMPANYING PoISONOUS ACID 
ON PIGS 


Two pounds of powdered linseed cake 
containing an amount of glucoside yielding ‘02 
per cent, of the poisonous acid were fed to a 
pig for two days. The total amount of acid 
in the two pounds which could be liberated 
in the pig’s stomach was 2°8 or approximately 
three grains. The pig remained quite normal 
in health and showed no evidence of poisoning. 

I then decided to find out what quantity of 
hydrocyanic acid fed directly into the stomach 
of a pig in the form of a capsule would produce 
a fatal result. Two capsules containing 234 
grains of pure acid were administered to a 
pig. It is to be noted that here the effect, 
if any, of the acid would be seen immediately 
in contradistinetion to an equivalent quantity 
from the glucoside which would be slowly 
formed in the pig’s stomach. Therefore the 
full amount of acid would never be present in 
the stomach. The pig remained quite normal 
and showed no ill-effects. 

Another pig was selected and the dose 
increased to five capsules containing 6 grains 
(616 grains) of pure acid. The pig had 
finished eating its ration when the capsules 
were administered. The animal died in half-an- 
hour. Jf therefore a pig was able to eat 43 Ib. 
of powdered linseed cake moistened with water 
and if, as is unlikely, the acid were immediately 
developed in the stomach, the pig would die as 
the result of consuming this quantity of linseed. 
I therefore conclude that it is unlikely a_ pig 
would die as the result of being liberally fed 
with linseed even if the food contained the 
highest proportion of glucoside found in any 
sample. 

My next experiment was with potassium 
cyanide, a compound of prussic acid. The 
reason I used this compound was because, like 
the glucoside, it liberates prussic acid on being 
mixed with water and left in the open. <A 
ration eonteining the compound capable of 
liberating 48 grains of acid, or six iimes more 
than the lethal dose for pigs, was offered to 
a pig. The pig smelt the ration and refused to 
eat it for several hours. At last it consumed 
the whole ration and showed no ill-effects. This 
experiment was repeated with a similar result, 
The pig remained quite normal and showed 
no evidence of poisoning. The reason for this 
striking result is that the prussic acid was 
converted into another acid (formic acid) of a 
highly volatile character and therefore, when 
the pig consumed the ration, the food contained 
no poisonous acid. This change of poisonous 
acid into another substance is what occurs when 
linseed is mixed with warm water. The gluco- 
side decomposes and hydrocyanic acid is formed, 
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It is converted very rapidly into formic acid, 
which _ volatilises. The linseed therefore 
contains no poison whatever. This process of 
mixing linseed with water is well known as the 
method of ensuring no_ ill-effects from the 
glucoside in linseed. 

Quite a different result was obtained where 
a much smaller quantity of potassium cyanide 
in a capsule was administered. <A quantity of 
cyanide (37 grains) equal to 6 grains of prussic 
acid was administered directly in a capsule 
to a pig, after having eaten an ordinary ration. 
The pig died in 16 minutes. As already noted, 
this quantity of 6 grains of acid is contained 
in 43 Ib. of linseed, yielding from the glucoside 
‘02 per cent, prussic acid. 


(V) EXPERIMENTS ON THE EFFECTS OF THE LINSEED 
POISON ON CATTLE 

The experiments were conducted on four 
stirks weighing from 3} ewt. to 44 ewt. Prior 
to and during the experiments, they were fed 
on turnips (30 Ib.) and straw. Quantities of 
the glucoside and of linseed cake, equal to from 
1 grain to 8 grains of prussic acid, were fed 
in maize to these animals for a month, with 
no ill-effects. 

I now administered to one stirk a quantity 
of potassium cyanide in a capsule, equal to 
that which caused death in a pig (6 grains 
of acid). No ill-effects followed. Another dose 
equal to 12 grains of acid was administered, 
also with no ill-effects. It is clear from this 
result that even four pounds of linseed cake, 
containing the highest proportion prussic acid 
yet found, can have ‘no ill-effect on cattle if 
fed daily in a ration. 

The results up-to-date are not so surprising 
when the use of prussiec acid in medicine is 
considered, Prussic acid is used in medicine 
as a sedative in doses comparable to the 
quantities which I have found have produced 
no ill-effects in cattle. The dose for hydrocyanic 
acid given in the British Pharmacopoeia is 
) minims, equal to ?¢ grain, and larger doses 
are frequently given. 

(VI) EXPERIMENTS ON THE EFFECT ON PIGS OF A 
RATION CONTAINING CASTOR SEED 

In the first set of experiments, varying 
wmounts of castor seed were mixed with maize 
and fed to pigs. No _ ill-effect was observed 
when the daily ration contained 20 castor seeds 
or less. The weights of the pigs varied from 
60 to 7O pounds. 

I then ground 40 seeds weighing 210 grains 
and mixed the coarse powder with one pound 
of maize. No ill-effects were noted. Two days 
later the same dose was administered. The pig 
at first refused to eat the food, but, next day, 
ate the whole pound with no evident ill-effects. 

In my next experiment I mixed 22 grammes 
(340 grains) of ground castor seed with 14 Ib. 
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of maize and fed this quantity to a pig. The 
animal scoured for three days but recovered 
on the fourth day and is still alive and well. 

The last of this series of experiments was 
made with 1) lb. maize containing 34 ounces 
(1,580 grains) castor seed. The next morning 
the pig was found to be ill and suffering from 
diarrhoea. The pig died two days after having 
consumed its ration. 

These results show that the presence of 40 
castor seeds in a ration does not cause illness 
but greater proportions cause illness or death. 

These results indicate that pigs are much 
more tolerant to castor seed than has hitherto 
been suspected or believed. 

Cases have occurred of men recovering after 
swallowing up to 24 seeds. Cases are, however, 
recorded of deaths in children occurring from 
swallowing three or more seeds. 


(VII) EXPERIMENTS ON THE EFFECT ON CATTLE OF 
A RATION CONTAINING SMALL QUANTITIES OF CASTOR 
SEED 

Experiments were conducted on the four 
stirks with castor seed mixed with maize, the 
stirks being fed with turnips and = straw. 
Weights of seeds varying from 1 gramme (15°4 
grains) to 24 grammes (370 grains) were added 
to maize and fed to the animals. No ill-effects 
were noted when 16 grammes (247 grains) were 
present in two pounds of maize (approximately 
1:7 per cent.). When the weight of seeds 
reached 24 grammes (370 grains) equal to 2°6 
per cent., scouring took place for three days. 
On the fourth day scouring ceased and the 
animals rapidly recovered. Just as in the 
case of pigs, however, it was noted that the 
animals were at first unwilling to eat the maize. 

(VIII) FurtuerR Castor Srep EXPERIMENTS 
(1) Whole Seed Experiments. 

Quantities up to two ounces of whole castor 
seed in the ration were fed for two days to 
the four animals. <All the four animals suffered 
from scouring and refused to eat. They were 
then fed with a normal ration and afterwards 
put out to grass. After six weeks they were 
taken in and fed with a mixed ration containing 
two ounces of castor seed. One stirk ate a 
little, scoured and then refused.to eat. The 
other three refused the feed a whole day and 
were put out to grass. It is clear from these 
experiments that part of the poisonous sub- 
stance is decomposed in the alimentary tract 
before reaching the blood stream and that the 
residue passes into the blood stream producing 
toxic effects. The failure to cause death seems 
to me to be due to three causes: (i) the 
animals object to the ration and refuse to 
eat it; (ii) the high natural resistive power of 
the animals selected; (iii) an acquired im- 
munity due to the previous feeding with small 
quantities of castor seed. 
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(2) Does Immunisation Occur? 

In order to test whether or not a natural 
or an acquired immunity existed, a quantity 
of ricin was prepared from castor seed. The 
method of isolation of ricin described by 
Osborne, Mendal and Harris was adopted and 
a small quantity of the pure substance used 
for subcutaneous injection in order to test the 
effect on the four animals. The proportions 
of ricin injected subcutaneously were ‘000238, 
‘0011 and ‘002 milligrammes per kilogramme 
respectively in three stirks. No visible effect 
was produced by these injections. A _ rabbit 
weighing slightly over 5 pounds (2°3. kilo- 
grammes) died in two days after having had 
a subcutaneous injection of -0014 milligramme 
equal to ‘0006 milligramme per kilogramme 
of ricin. I conclude, therefore, that an 
immunity had been established in these animals 
by being frequently fed with rations containing 
small quantities of castor seed. Ehrlich showed 
in 1891 that immunity starts in five or six 
days after administration and lasts about six 
months. 


(3) Experiments with the Shell or Husk of 
Castor Seed. 

A series of experiments was carried out on 
the four animals with two sets of rations: (a) 
maize containing 2 per cent. of castor husk and 
(b) maize containing 1°5 per cent. castor seed 
deprived of the husk. No effect was noted with 
the husk ration. Slight scouring occurred with 
the ration containing the body of the seed. 
It is known that castor husk contains no ricin. 
An analysis of the husk was, however, carried 
out in order to test the presence or absence 
of the poisonous substance, ricin. The husk 
was found to be quite free from ricin. Thus 
no danger can arise to the health of livestock 
due to the presence of the husk alone in any 
feeding stuff. Husk, found in a feeding stuff, 
may be present alone but it is more likely that 
the whole seed is present if husk has been 
found in a feeding stuff. There is therefore 
potential danger if castor husk is present. It 
is husk which is identified microscopically by 
the analyst not the husk-free seed. The body 
of the castor seed, if present in such small 
quantities in a feeding stuff, is so thoroughly 
incorporated in the cake and is in so minute 
a quantity as to render identification quite 
impossible, 

The percentage of husk in castor seed I find 
to vary from 21 per cent. in large seeds to 
30 per cent. in small seeds. For medium-sized 


seeds the proportion is approximately 27 per 
cent. The proportions of seed corresponding to 
‘005 per cent. of husk in a feeding stuff would 
therefore vary from ‘016 to ‘024 per cent. or 
slightly over half-a-pound of seed in a ton of 
the feeding stuff. This is well within the limit 
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of safety found in these experiments. Quantities 
up to 1 and 1°5 per cent. of castor seed were 
fed to four stirks with no ill-results, not even 
slight scouring. Scouring was evident where 
the percentage of the ration exceeded 2 per cent. 

It should, however, be borne in mind that 
‘attle may vary considerably in their resistive 
power to ricin. These results were obtained on 
animals two years old. Calves would be much 
more susceptible to the action of ricin. Only 
by a long and carefully conducted series of 
experiments on livestock can an injurious dose 
on the one hand, and a fatal dose on the other, 
be definitely established for young and adult 
animals. 

It appears quite unlikely that a proportion 
of husk in the neighbourhood of ‘005 per cent., 
corresponding approximately to ‘024 per cent. 
of castor seed, can have an injurious effect 
if present in a ration to livestock. Fifty times 
this proportion has no visible effect. Judging 
from these results and considering the wording 
of the Fertilisers and Feeding Stuffs Act, 
Section 7 (1), it appears to me that an action 
against a seller on the ground of injury to cattle 
for supplying a feeding stuff containing such 
a minute quantity as ‘024 per cent. of castor 
seed, would be unwise. Whether (0) of the 
Fifth Schedule would apply to such a propor- 
tion would depend upon the legal meaning of 
2 poisonous substance. All poisonous substances 
except those naturally present in the material 
or materials from which the feeding stuff is 
derived “are to be regarded according to the 
Fifth Schedule as Deleterious Ingredients in 
Feeding Stuffs.” Does “ De minimis non curat 
lex” apply to minute quantities of a substance 
containing a poison, when present in a feeding 
stuff? <A final verdict in a Court of Law ona 
stated case would answer this query. 

It has been argued that the distribution of a 
poisonous substance may be unequal in a feed- 
ing stuff and, for this reason, even a small 
proportion of castor seed in a feeding stuff might 
render the seller liable to prosecution. In any 
case, only evidence of the actual proportion 
found in analysis would be admissible in Court. 
The fact that castor seed in fairly high propor- 
tion in a feeding stuff may be held in any one 
case to be the cause of death in livestock does 
not mean that unequal distribution of castor 
seed in feeding stuffs has been proved. Direct 
proof from the results of analyses of a number 
of samples is necessary to establish such a 
variable condition in commerce. Direct) proof 
of the cause of illness or death is not the mere 
finding of a trace of castor seed in a feeding 
stuff but the evidence of experts as to symp- 
toms in illness and, if death occurred, the post- 
mortem appearances. Actual occurrences, not 
remote contingencies, should be considered. The 
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VETERINARY INVESTIGATION 
OFFICERS 


Final Revised Instructions (1935) 


(Issued by the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Fisheries.) 

(For the purpose of enabling comparison 
readily to be made, we have, in reproducing 
below the schedule of Final Revised Instructions 
issued by the Ministry to its Veterinary Inves- 
tigation Officers, followed each instruction with 
the form of instruction originally issued, this 
being inserted in brackets and in close type.| 





1. A Veterinary Investigation Officer has, like 
other technical advisers attached to Provincial 
Centres, the two primary duties of giving advice 
and conducting local investigations, but he is 
in a special position in that he is a member 
of the veterinary profession and will come into 
frequent contact with members of that profession 
who are engaged in the treatment of domestic 
animals. 

_{1. A veterinary adviser has, like other tech- 
nical advisers attached to Provincial Centres, 
the two primary duties of giving advice and 
conducting local investigations, but he is in a 
special position in that he is a member of the 
veterinary profession and will come into fre- 
quent contact with members of that profession 
who are engaged in the treatment of domestic 
animals. } 

2. He should not treat individual cases of dis- 
‘ase except where extreme urgency demands 
such action. In such a case first-aid treatment 
should be given and the owner should be ad- 
vised to send for his veterinary practitioner, 
whom the Veterinary Investigation Officer should 
acquaint if possible. In certain provinces it 
is not possible to apply this rule without excep- 
tion to poultry diseases, but even so, the officer 
should not treat cases if a veterinary practi- 
tioner is normally employed or is likely to be 
‘alled in. 

(2. A veterinary adviser should not treat indivi- 
dual cases of disease except where extreme 
urgency demands such action. In such a case 
first-aid treatment should be given and the owner 
should be advised to send for his veterinary 
practitioner. In certain Provinces it is not 
possible to apply this rule without exception 
to poultry diseases, but even so the adviser 
should not treat cases if a veterinary practitioner 
is normally employed or is likely to be called 
in. | 





Fifth Schedule of the Act provides for legal 
action in the case of actual occurrence, 

Whether or not illness or death occurs due 
to the presence of castor seed in a feeding stuff 
the legal meaning of (b) of the Fifth Schedule 
of the Act has to be considered. What consti- 
tutes a foreign poisonous substance in a feeding 
stuff? The answer to this question will settle 
one of the chief problems bearing on the purity 
of feeding stuffs. 
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3. He should not engage in the preparation of 
biological products for sale, nor should he nor- 
mally supply them direct to stockowners or give 
instruction in their use. There is no objection 
to such a practice in the course of experimental 
work, but even so the collaboration of the veter- 
inary practitioner should be secured wherever 
possible for the purpose of carrying out the in- 
oculation. In cases of a disease which appears 
to an officer to be of such a nature that it would 
ordinarily be treated by a veterinary practitioner, 
the farmer should be advised to get instruction 
in the use of vaccine from that practitioner, 

Where, however, there is a pressing demand 
for remedial measures on a larger scale than 
could be dealt with by the local practitioners 
(e.g., the inoculation for braxy in certain areas), 
the officer, as far as possible in collaboration 
with the practitioner, may assist owners in ob- 
taining vaccines or other specifics and instruct 
farmers in methods of application, should the 
ordinary methods of instruction not be available. 

|3. Veterinary advisers should not engage in 
the preparation of biological products for sale, 
but where there is a_ pressing demand for 
remedial measures on a larger scale than could 
be dealt with by the local practitioners (é.g., 
the inoculation for braxy in certain areas) an 
adviser may assist owners in obtaining vaccines 
or other specifics and instruct farmers in 
methods of application should the ordinary 
methods of instruction not be available. | 


4. It should be regarded as an important part 
of the officer’s duties to encourage co-operation 
between farmers and veterinary practitioners 
with a view to arranging concerted action against 
disease causing particular damage in_ the 
Province. 

(4. It should be regarded as an important part 
of the adviser’s duties to encourage co-operation 
between farmers and veterinary practitioners 
with a view to arranging concerted action against 
disease causing particular damage in_ the 
Province. | 

5. He should keep himself informed as fully 
as possible of the incidence of animal diseases 
in his area and should notify the relevant Re- 
search Institutes of unusual outbreaks of any 
disease in which those Institutes are specially 
interested. 

(5. A veterinary adviser should keep himself 
informed as fully as possible of the incidence 
of animal diseases in his area and_ should notify 
the relevant Research Institutes of unusual out- 
breaks of any disease in which those Institutes 
are specially interested. | 

6. In general, the cases in which advice should 
be given should be restricted to the following 
three classes :— 

(a) Epizodtics. 
(b) Outbreaks of obscure cases of disease. 
(c) Prevention of disease. 

Where the services of a veterinary investiga- 

tion officer are sought by a farmer, otherwise 
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than through a veterinary practitioner, the far- 
mer should be informed that if he invites his 
practitioner to come to the premises, the officer 
will be pleased to attend also at a time mutually 
convenient, and to give advice in collaboration 
with the practitioner. 

If the farmer refuses to follow the course 
suggested, the officer will not take up the case. 

If the practitioner unreasonably refuses his 
collaboration or fails to keep the appointment, 
the officer will be free to take up the case. 

Should an officer desire to visit a farm for 
the purpose of collecting information or of ob- 
taining material for his experimental work, he 
should inform the veterinary practitioner con- 
cerned, notify him of any subsequent visit, and, 
if the practitioner so desires, keep him informed 
of the progress of the investigation. 

If a farmer brings or sends to an _ officer’s 
laboratory an ailing animal or a fresh carcase 
or other material from an outbreak on his farm, 
and diagnosis can be given without the neces- 
sity of a visit to the farm, such diagnosis may 
be given provided the officer at once informs 
the farmer’s veterinary surgeon of the action 
taken. 

In the case of a remote farm where the officer 
is satisfied that the farmer cannot reasonably 
be expected to employ a veterinary surgeon, 
he need not insist on the farmer inviting a 
veterinary surgeon to meet him. 

[6. In general, the cases in which advice 
should be given should be restricted to the follow- 
ing three classes:— 

(a) Epizvodtics. 
(b) Outbreaks of obscure cases of disease. 
(c) Prevention of disease. 

On every occasion before investigating a case, 
the veterinary adviser should inform, and, if 
possible, obtain the collaboration of any veter- 
inary practitioner or practitioners who may be 
employed on the farm or farms concerned. | 

7. The nature of the special investigations 
undertaken by veterinary investigation officers 
will be determined from observations made in 
the course of advisory work and from the results 
of surveys. It is not to be expected that in 
most cases an officer will be able to undertake 
single-handed an exhaustive investigation into 
any disease. Research Institutes exist for such 
investigations: officers may expect their assist- 
ance and should in turn be ‘prepared to co- 
operate with particular Institutes or in joint 
schemes of research arranged by the Agricultural 
Research Council or by Committees of the 
Council. 


(7. The nature of the investigations undertaken 
by veterinary advisers will be determined from 
observations made in the course of advisory work 
and from the results of surveys. It is not to 
be expected that in most cases a_ veterinary 
adviser will be able to undertake single-handed 
an exhaustive investigation into any disease. 
Research Institutes exist for such investigations, 
and a veterinary adviser may expect their assist- 
ance and should in turn be prepared to co-operate 
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VETERINARY INVESTIGATION 
OFFICERS 


HE smallest group within our small profes- 

sion is probably that of the veterinary 
investigation officers, who, numbering two in 
1923, have now grown to include about a dozen. 
These few men hold a unique place within the 
profession, and one which, if given a fair 
chance, is bound to redound to the credit of 
both themselves and the profession. Unfortun- 
ately, however, circumstances existing hitherto 
have not been such that the optimum amount 
of good could accrue from such a service. In 
the unfortunate clashes that have occurred 
between these officers and the general practi- 
tioners we venture to think that neither party 
has been entirely blameless. At times, per- 
chance, a little more courtesy and tact on the 
part of the adviser might have done much to 
avoid raising opposition from local  practi- 
tioners, but on other occasions we feel bound 
to assert that it would appear that the practi- 
tioner has been somewhat over-sensitive to the 
presence of the adviser within his territory, 
and has not therefore, perhaps, acted with the 
true generosity and understanding of a fellow 
member of a small profession. 








with particular Institutes or in joint schemes of 
research arranged by the Animal Diseases Com- 
mittee of the Agricultural Research Council.? 

8. Prograinmes of the investigations proposed 
to be carried out will be submitted to the Minis- 
try annually in advance in order that co-opera- 
tion may be secured with Research Institutes 
in Animal Pathology. 

'8. Veterinary advisers will submit to the Min- 
istry annually in advance programmes of the 
investigations that they propose to carry out, 
in order that co-operation may be secured with 
Research Institutes in Animal Pathology. |] 

9. In making grants in aid of advisory work, 
the Ministry recognises that the University or 
College acting as the Provincial Centre may call 
upon veterinary investigation officers to under- 
take a limited number of lectures to students. 
The time devoted to such lecturing should be 
restricted to a minimum: in no case may veter- 
inary investigation officers lecture on more than 
two days a week during term time. 

'9. In making grants in aid of advisory work, 
the Ministry expressly recognises’ that the 
University or College acting as the Provincial 
Centre may call upon advisers to undertake a 
limited number of lectures to students. In the 
case of veterinary advisers the time devoted to 
such lecturing should be restricted to a mini- 
mum. In no case may advisers lecture on more 
than two days a week during term time.] 
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Nevertheless, whilst suggesting that both 
adviser and practitioner must to some extent 
share the blame for past troubles, we venture 
to think that the exciting cause was more deep- 
seated and really lay with the conditions under 
which the service was initiated and expected to 
work. It is probable that this mistake would 
have been avoided if the Ministry had consulted 
the “ National” before launching the scheme; 
such consultation, it is hoped, will take place 
in the future before any further social schemes 
involving the veterinary’ profession are 
inaugurated. Previous to 1923 the Ministry of 
Agriculture had established a service of special- 
ist officers in association with various agricultural 
colleges, these advisory officers, as they were 
called, being expected to advise the local farmer 
upon technical and other problems associated 
with their particular branches of knowledge. 
It was clear that the farmer benefited much 
from the advice of such specialists, as, for 
example, the adviser on diseases of fruit and 
fruit trees, but it would appear that a mistake 
was originally made in including the new veter- 
inary service within the framework of this 
specialist advisory service, for the veterinarian, 
being a member of a widespread profession, 
had to fill a position totally different from that 
of the other advisers. Thus he could not freely 
give advice on any and every topic associated 
with the health and diseases of animals with- 
out coming into severe conflict with his profes- 
sional brethren. Unhappily, this difference 
between veterinary and other advisers was 
neither appreciated hy the farmer nor, in cer- 
tain instances, by the authorities of the agricul- 
tural college to which the veterinarian was 
attached. With so many difficulties with which 
to contend it was perhaps not surprising that 
some of the enthusiastic veterinary advisers 
should make what appeared to be mistakes 
from the point of view of the practitioner, and 
as troubles developed the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons and the National Veter- 
inary Medical Association thought it advisable 
in 1930 jointly to send a deputation to the 
Ministry to discuss the difficulties that had 
arisen. A year later a second deputation waited 
upon the Ministry and as a result certain 
modifications were made in the instructions 
that were issued to veterinary advisers. 

After the lapse of several years it had become 
evident that the causes of friction between 
advisers and practitioners had not been re- 
moved and so the N.V.M.A. again appointed a 
special committee to investigate all matters 
pertaining to this service. After a most exten- 
sive enquiry the Council of the “ National” 
decided to send another deputation to the 
Ministry to discuss the causes of friction and 
to suggest possible remedies. The Ministry 
readily agreed to receive this deputation and 
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a free and frank discussion took place. As a 
result it became most evident that the over- 
riding consideration of both the Ministry and 
the “ National” was that means should be dis- 
covered whereby veterinary advisers and prac- 
titioners would be able to work = cordially 
together, when, it was agreed, nought but good 
could develop from the advisory service. As 
will be seen from details published elsewhere 
in this issue, many changes have been made in 
the official instructions to the advisers, includ- 
ing a change of title, these officers being, in 
future, known as_ veterinary investigation 
officers. In agreeing to adopt these modifica- 
tions it must be admitted that the Ministry has 
acted generously and wisely, and we sincerely 
hope that the profession will be no less generous 
in its response. We feel sure that should 
trouble arise in future as the result of some 
lapse on the part of an investigation officer or 
a practitioner, the resultant trouble is likely to 
be minimised if the two parties would get 
together and try and see each other's point of 
view. Certain it is that the “ National” is 
unlikely to support further complaints to the 
Ministry unless it is proved beyond doubt that 
every effort has been made to engender and 
maintain a spirit of goodwill and collaboration 
even in those areas where trouble has hereto- 
fore been most pronounced. If the veterinary 
investigation officers avoid the grosser pitfalls 
of their office we feel sure that the profession 
will do all it can to strengthen and encourage 
these solitary veterinary representatives on the 
staffs of many of our provincial universities 
and agricultural colleges. As such, they can 
be among the most important ambassadors of 
our profession. We trust that with the new 
regulations a new spirit of goodwill and har- 
monious co-operation will override all other 
feelings so that we may expect even greater 
results in the future than those already secured 
in the past from the efforts of veterinary 
investigation officers, 





EXPOSURE OF OVER-STOCKED COWS IN 
MARKETS 

A recent announcement states: “* The attention 
of the Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries has 
recently been called to the practice of exposing 
for sale in markets over-stocked cows, that is 
to say, cows left unmilked with a view to dis- 
tending the udders and showing the animals’ 
capabilities. 

“ This practice is quite unnecessary to con- 
vince a purchaser that the cow possesses good 
qualities as a milker. The Minister is advised 
that it may well involve suffering to the animal, 
and that if so, the person responsible renders 
himself liable to proceedings for cruelty under 
Section (1) of the Protection of Animals Act, 
1911. 

“He hopes that farmers, market authorities 
and auctioneers will co-operate to discourage 
this objectionable practice.” 
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Clinical Communications* 


THE REMOVAL OF AN 
INTRA-THORACIC OBSTRUCTION 
BY MEANS OF THE 
CESOPHAGOSCOPE 


H. R. HEWETSON, M.R.c.v.s. 
SOUTHPORT 


I propose to give a_ short prologue and 
epilogue, as it were, to the clinical case I am 
relating this afternoon. 

For the benefit of those who may not have 
seen an cesophagoscope, bronchoscope or gastro- 
scope—names which refer, for practical pur- 
poses, to the same instrument except for the 
site on which it is used—I propose to give a 
brief rough description of one. 

It consists essentially of a hollow tube, vary- 
ing from 15 to 45 centimetres in length and 
from 4 to 12 millimetres in diameter. Incor- 
porated in the instrument are wires carrying 
current to a small electric bulb at the front 
end, fed by a battery. The back end carries a 
handle, at right-angles, by which the operator 
manipulates it. 

When the tube is passed the lumen naturally 
fills up with mucus or other fluid from the 
cesophagus or trachea, ete., and a small suction 
bellows is employed, connected to a thin tube 
which is passed down the bigger tube of the 
instrument, to empty it. In some instruments 
an uuxiliary drainage tube is incorporated in 
it for the same purpose. 

With the tube clear of obstructing mucus, 
ete., and a bright light at its business end, a 
clear view of what is at the far end of the 
tube can be seen by the operator. 

A variety of forceps are available, worked 
on the double-sliding-rod principle, which are 
passed down the lumen of the tube and can be 
manipulated to grasp anything which presents 
itself. y 

In a case such as I am about to describe, 
the bone is seized in the forceps and the 
cesophagoscope and the forceps slowly with- 
drawn simultaneously so that the object is kept 
under observation the whole time until the 
operation is completed, 

I am now going to refer, again as a_ pre- 
liminary, to a case concerning a four-months-old 
Pekingese puppy. 

This puppy had all the symptoms of cso- 
phageal obstruction, accompanied by a_ high 
temperature, and was sent at once for radio- 
logical examination. 





* Made to the Annual General Meeting of the 
Lancashire Division, N.V.M.A., held at Manches- 
ter, February 13th, 1935, 
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The five photographs [exhibited] show, in 
order, a shadow over and on the cesophagus 
just above the heart, the first plain and the 
other four after opaque food. The third and 
fifth photographs probably show most clearly 
what the condition subsequently proved to be. 
The radiologist’s report was that there was 
either (1) a flat piece of bone impacted in the 
cesophagus eight inches from the incisor teeth, 
or (2) an extrinsic tumour situated behind the 
(esophagus and pressing on it, [We reproduce 
the first and the third of the photographs to 
which reference is made.—Editor. | 

Examination with the csophagoscope was 
carried out the next day and at the site indi- 
cated by the radiogram an inflammation was 
observed and a compression of the wall from 
without. Nothing else could be seen and it was 
decided to leave it at that and hope that it was 
an abscess which was pressing on the «so- 
phagus, which lesion might resolve or burst 
and drain into the cesophagus. 

The animal died two days later and the 
post-mortem revealed an extensive abscess in 
the region, which had burst with results that 
can be more easily imagined than described. 
In the exact spot shown on the photograph was 
the articular plate of an ox tail bone, which 
I am passing round. This had obviously passed 
down the cesophagus so far and then cut a slit 
in the wall, through which it had passed into 
the chest cavity and the slit had there closed 
together again. 

This case bears out my conclusion 4 in the 
“ clinical’ proper which follows, viz., that the 
cesophagoscope offers an excellent “aid” to 
diagnosis but shows that it is not—in common 
with all other “ aids ”"—a fool-proof method of 
avoiding bringing some grey matter to bear on 
the subject. 

Though a comparatively simple instrument 
to pass down the cesophagus, the deductions to 
be made require knowledge, care and experi- 
ence and, even given these, it may be 
impossible to diagnose definitely. It is only fair 
in this case to say that the surgeon suggested 
cutting through the cesophagus at the point of 
swelling to see what was on the other side and 
endeavouring to drain safely into the cesophago- 
scope an abscess if present. This suggestion 
was rejected because it offered only about 1 per 
cent. chance of success whereas laissez-faire 
offered about 2 per cent. 

Needless to say, the posi-mortem showed that 
nothing could have saved this animal’s life, 
except perhaps some new undreamt-of marvel 
of surgery such as those we read of in the 
Sunday press, which nowadays are being per- 
formed with invariable success. 

I am indebted to Dr. J. H. Mather, m.s., cy.s., 
D.M.R.E., for the section on radiography and to 
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Fic. 1.—PEKINGESE Puppy: (ESOPHAGUS 


AND ABDOMEN. (Left lateral view.) 














Fic. 2.—PEKINGESE Puppy: TEN MINUTES 


Mr. J. Kk. G. MeGibbon, M.b., B.s., b.L.0., for that 
dealing with the passage of the cwsophagoscope, 
and to both gentlemen for their kind co-opera- 
tion in this case. 
Subject—An Airedale dog, three years old. 
Hislory.—I saw him first on July 14th, and 
received the following history: The dog was 





AFTER OPAQUE Foop. (Left lateral view.) 


perfectly fit and well on July 38rd, and was 
tuken for a long run on the seashore; he got 
very wet. On the following day he showed 
slight malaise, but appeared well again on the 
5th, and was eating normally. On the 6th, he 
refused food and commenced to vomit. Vomi- 
tion was not severe or frequent and was 
c 
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observed chiefly after taking solid food. — It 
persisted until the owner called me in. Liquid 
food had been taken regularly and well. 
Symptoms.—The dog appeared in moderate 
health and spirits but was slightly emaciated 
and debilitated. The closest cross-examination 
of the owner did not bring to light any possi- 
bility of his having obtained or swallowed any 
foreign body. I gave him half-a-dozen pieces 
of meat, each slightly larger than a lump of 
sugar, and to my surprise and that of the owner 
he swallowed them greedily, and without any 
suggestion of vomiting, although I watched him 
for 45 minutes. There was no flatulence. The 
owner maintained the opinion that the whole 
trouble resulted from a “ cold” caught on the 
Srd, and in view of the history and the failure 
of the meat test I decided, with many mis- 
givings, to treat him with gastric sedatives for 
au few days. There was no improvement, and 
on July 19th IT had him sent for X-ray exami- 
nation. After the presence of the bone was 
demonstrated beyond dispute, a maid in the 
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house admitted giving him a feed of raw bones 
which had been obtained for making “ stock ” 
on July. 5th. 

X-ray Examination.—A radiogram was first 
taken of the thorax and anterior portion of the 
abdomen with the dog lying on its right side. 
It showed a faint shadow, in outline resembling 
the lower end of the femur of a sheep, situated 
just in front of the diaphragm in the region 
of the posterior end of the csophagus. (Fig. 3.) 
The dog was next given a thin paste of malted 
milk, barium and water, which he swallowed 
readily. The radiogram taken immediately after 
swallowing the paste showed that the greater 
part was in the stomach but a little remained 
in the posterior end of the cesophagus, clearly 
demonstrating the presence of a large foreign 
body (the distal end of the femur of a sheep) 
in the posterior end of the cesophagus. (Fig. 4.) 

Discussion.—The size of the bone suggested 
that there would be too great a risk of injuring 
the aorta or diaphragm if gastrotomy was per- 
formed, and an attempt made to draw it into 
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Fic. 3.—Radiogram of bone in situ. 











-atient on its right side. 
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the stomach. Alternatively, the distance it lay 
from the entrance of the thorax showed that 
there would be considerable difficulty in reach- 
ing it safely with ordinary forceps after low 
cesophagotomy. The use of the csophagoscope 
was decided upon and was rendered possible by 
the kind collaboration of Dr. Mather and Mr. 
MeGibbon. 

Preparation.—The dog received a liberal diet 
of milk on the day prior to the operation, and 
a small quantity on the same morning. A road 
journey of 20 miles had to be undertaken imme- 
diately before the operation, which was 
arranged for 5 p.m. At 2.40 p.m. he was given 
1 dram elixir chloretone (=5 grains chloretone) 
and at 3 p.m, 2 grains morphine hydrochloride 
hypodermically. No sickness resulted, At 4 p.m. 
as he seemed to be very little affected by the 
morphia, a further 14 grains of morphine were 
given and the journey commenced. At the end 
of 15 miles he was still so much awake that a 
halt was made and a further 2 grains of 
morphine injected, (Total 54 grains.) At 5 p.m, 
he walked—somewhat unsteadily—from the car 
to the house. 

Anesthesia.—This seemed a problem, since the 
operator required a wide open mouth in which 


to Inanipulate the csophagoscope, The dog was 
first of all put under anesthesia by means of 
Hobday’s inhaler, and when the instrument was 
passed a swab soaked in chloroform was held 
close to his nostrils, but in five minutes he 
commenced to come round. The instrument was 
withdrawn and the inhaler reapplied until he 
Was again under deep anesthesia. I felt that 
this intermittent procedure would not be satis- 
factory, but realised that once the cesophago- 
scope Was inserted, no matter how anything was 
held in the mouth it would not obstruct the 
operator's field, since this was entirely down 
the tube, and that by blocking his nose he must 
breathe only through his mouth. Accordingly, 
the second time I held his nostrils and kept the 
chloroform swab as far back as possible in the 
mouth encircling the tube. In this way he was 
kept well under during the rest of the time, 
approximately half-an-hour. 

Restraint.—When anesthetised the animal 
Was fixed dorsally on the table with the head 
drawn back over the edge to allow the full 
length of the c@sophagus to be as nearly as 
possible in a straight line. A simple gag was 
used. 

Surgery.—It was found necessary to use the 

















Fig. 4.—Radiogram after barium meal. Note some of the barium at the seat of obstruction, 
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longest (45°0 cins.) cesophagoscope, and this was 
inserted easily after full anzsthesia had been 
obtained. The lumen of the patient’s csophagus 
appeared to be almost twice the diameter of 
that of a normal human adult, and it was 
lubricated much more liberally with mucus. 

The foreign body was impacted at the ex- 
treme posterior end of the csophagus with the 
condylar surface placed distally. Much = diffi- 
culty was experienced in getting a firm grip 
of the presenting surface of the bone as this 
was very friable, and pieces came away in the 
jaws of the forceps. This difficulty accounted 
for the length of time occupied by the opera- 
tion. When eventually a hold was obtained, 
extraction appeared to be considerably aided 
by external pressure made by Mr. Pillers on 
the dog’s thorax and abdomen. There appeared 
to be much @sophagitis in front of the situation 
of the obstruction, and ulceration at the site 
of the impaction, 

After-treatment and Result.—The dog 
menced to drink the following day and all water 
contained bicarbonate of soda. For three days 
he was given milk or beef tea only. From the 
third to the tenth day he had semi-solids; at 
the end of ten days he was given finely-minced 
meat; and in four weeks he was put on hard 
biscuits. Recovery was complete and unevent- 
ful. 


col- 


CONCLUSIONS 


(1) Early X-ray examination in cases such 
as this is of paramount importance and value, 

(2) The removal of a foreign body from the 
(esophagus by means of the cesophagoscope 
seems the ideal method, since there is less risk 
of accidental injury to other structures, and 
there are no operation wounds to heal or cause 
stricture. 


(3) The cesophagoscope can be passed with- 
out difficulty in a dog, owing to the relatively 
large diameter of the organ and the presenct of 
numerous mucous glands which provide a large 
supply of natural lubricant. 


(4) The @sophagoscope offers an excellent 
aid to the diagnosis of obscure conditions. 


(5) Local treatment of the @sophagus can be 
carried out with its aid. 


(6) The possession of one of these instru- 
ments (and the ability to make use of it) would 
appear to be a highly desirable addition to the 
equipment of veterinary surgeons with much 
canine practice. 

(7) Decalcification of bone after 16 days in 
the csophagus of the dog is marked and the 
time factor is important in the interpretation 
of radiograms. (Fig. 5.) 
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A. A. 


Fic. 5.—Radiogram of (a) the lower end of the 
femur of the sheep after removal from cesopha- 
gus, (b) the lower end of the femur of a recently 
killed sheep and (c) a shilling. Note the decal- 
cification which has taken place in (qa). 








DISCUSSION 

Messrs. J. H. Holroyd, C, F. Shaweross, A. B. 
Mattinson, C. T. Trevers and A. J. Wright con- 
tributed to a very enthusiastic discussion of Mr. 
Hewetson’s contribution. Questions dealt with 
the unusual dose of morphine given in this case, 
Major MATTINSON suggesting that the sample had 
lost potency. Mr, A. J. Wricut observed that 
certain dogs were resistant to the normal action 
of the drug, in which case it might be possible 
fo rule out the question of decreased potency. 
Mr. R. S. Wuitre asked whether the cesophago- 
scope would be of value in ordinary practice 
and whether sufficient work could be forthcoming 
to enable one to gain experience in handling it. 
Mr. Hewetson dealt with questions as they arose. 


A CASE FOR DIAGNOSIS 
R. S. WHITE, M.R.C.Vv.s. 
LIVERPOOL 

In presenting the following case for diag- 
nosis, I invite the help of members in 
elucidating what has been to me a problem and 
source of loss in my practice. 

Briefly, the history is that I have had an 
epidemic of disease amongst a Kennel of 50-60 
Pekingese. The outbreak has been characterised 
by the onset of diarrhcea, loss of appetite, and 
in some cases nervous symptoms, The onset of 
the epidemic was sudden and occurred about 
ten days after some of the dogs had been to a 
show. About 25-30 dogs have been affected and 
of these four have died; all the latter showed 
nervous symptoms. About six dogs showed 
nervous symptoms from the outset, character- 
ised by champing of the jaws, salivation and 
frothing. The attucks were of ai few 
seconds’ duration and were repeated at frequent 
intervals. Recovery in most cases occurred in 
about five to six days. No dogs over three years 
of age were affected. No dogs in the kennel 
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have been immunised against canine distemper. 
The last dog to die, a puppy aged eight months, 
was forwarded to Mr. Dalling, of Burroughs 
Wellcome, for examination. His report was as 
follows :— 

“We have failed to show any evidence of 
distemper virus in any of the ferrets inoculated 
with the tissues of the puppy and, further, the 
ferrets have been proved to be still susceptible 
to distemper virus. This shows that the tissues 
contained no virus, in that they neither infected 
nor immunised ferrets. We also carried out 
some complement fixation work in which the 
tissues were used. Again, the results of the 
test were negative. I feel, therefore, that we 
can rule out the question of distemper virus 
being present in the tissues of the dog = in 
question. 

“T am sorry to have been so long in getting 
this report ready for you, but you will realise 
that in a negative case some little time must 
elapse until the injected animals have had their 
chance of becoming infected.” 

I then wrote to Mr. Dalling and enquired 
Whether he could offer any suggestions as to 
the cause of the outbreak. I quote his reply :— 

“To am sorry that we were not of more use 
to you in connection with the investigation of 
the trouble you had among your client’s dogs. 
We found nothing which we could really say 
could cause the outbreak. Of course, we were 
more concerned with the distemper end of. it, 
for which we have a fairly reliable method of 
testing.” 


DisCussIoNn 

Mr. H. R. HEwerson, in accordance with an 
invitation issued by Mr. White in the course of 
his remarks, opened the discussion and _ stated 
that he had a similar experience to Mr. White 
and had suffered losses equal to those described 
by the speaker. Like Mr. White, he was undecided 
as to the nature of the condition and suggested 
that perhaps we were dealing with an entirely 
new disease to which a new name might be 
applied for the benefit of the public. Mr. G. 
MAYALL asked for details concerning the diet fed 
to the animals concerned. Mr. White replied in 
turn to each enquiry. 


* 


* a Bo Bo * 

A SERIES OF CLINICAL NOTES. 
A. J. WRIGHT, M.R.c.v.s. 
MACCLESFIELD 
I have a short series of clinical notes to 
present to you, while I also desire to demon- 
strate certain pieces of apparatus which I have 
myself designed for the use of single-handed 

practitioners. 
Case I. Subject.—Aged collie bitch. 
History.—An enlargement in the neck was 
observed about twelve months ago. The dog 
was coughing badly. The presence of a new 
growth, of a cancerous nature, causing pressure 
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on the trachea and cesophagus, was provision- 
ally diagnosed. Owing to the age of the subject, 
operative procedure was not adopted. The con- 
dition became still worse, with almost continual 
coughing. 

Post-morlem.—A growth-like mass the size of 
an orange on the left side of the neck mid-way 
between the entrance to the throat and that of 
the chest was removed. The mass was clearly 
defined and easily dissected. The exact site of the 
growth was in front and to the side of the 
trachea and csophagus, causing pressure on 
both. Incision of the growth revealed a 
chocolate-coloured, odourless fluid content with 
a degenerated tissue mass, probably of the 
cervical and lymphatic gland. 

Case 2. Subject.—Siamese male cat, aged 
eight years. 

History.—Periodical attacks of constipation 
and impaction for the past two or three years. 
The condition responded to suitable treatment 
until the last attack, when the condition 
uppeared to be more advanced and less amen- 
able to treatment. Death supervened. 

Post-mortem showed an enlarged liver with 
numerous yellow necrotic foci throughout its 
substance, there being no other pathological 
lesion throughout the body. There was a 
possibility of tuberculosis, 


ECLAMPSIA IN THE Cow 

Kor want of a better name, I have called 
the condition I am about to describe eclampsia 
in the cow. Previous to this year I have had 
a very occasional case, but this year it has been 
my misfortune to have three cases in about a 
week, all being in very good and valuable cows. 

The histories of the occasional cases prior to 
these three were similar, “&e., the animals were 
found down, after calving, with what appeared 
typical milk fever, but whilst inflating them or 
just after inflation they would become very 
excited, the respirations would become deep and 
accelerated and temperature would suddenly 
rise 3 or 4°, death taking place within a few 
minutes. In these cases IT am about to describe 
the course of the symptoms differed somewhat 
aithough [ feel certain it was the same trouble 
as before. 

These three cases all went down a few hours 
after calving with what appeared to be typical 
milk fever and with the usual treatment, “e., 
inflation and Ca. dextrose hyperdermically, all 
made a speedy and complete recovery in a few 
hours, and when last seen by me appeared to 
be normal in every respect. 

Much to my surprise, in about 48 hours I was 
urgently summoned to each case as they had 
all gone down again. The animals again 
appeared to be suffering from simple milk fever 
or a relapse and were quite quiet as they were 
down. Repetition of the treatment mentioned 
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before was made, but in each case whilst infla- 
tion was in progress the cow became excited 
with very deep and accelerated respiration. 
One cow died before inflation was completed, 
whilst in the other two cases they quietened 
down after chloral and belladonna were given 
via the stomach tube. The next day these two 
cows appeared to be quieter, but were not up. 
Ca. and mag. dextrose were given hypodermic- 
ally and chloral and belladonna by the mouth, 
The animals were still down after another 
twelve hours; at times they seemed much better 
and would eat a little and then they would 
have periods of excitement and quick breath- 
ing. This state of affairs lasted in one case for 
four days, when death took place, and in the 
other case seven days elapsed before death. 

The puzzling features of these cases are the 
facts that they responded to treatment in the 
first place, and, secondly, the peculiar effect of 
inflation causing the excitement, etc. I should 
like to know from some of the more learned 
and able members present, what this condition 
really is and what treatment they would 
recommend, 

Whilst on the subject of inflation, I should 
like to cite a somewhat peculiar case I met 
with last week, in which, whilst inflating the 
left hind quarter of a cow, the air was escaping 
from the left fore quarter and I had to tie the 
latter teat before I could inflate her properly, 
und both quarters were inflated from one teat. 


AN UNDETERMINED CASE 

Subject.—Roan cow, five years old, calved 
ubout two months. She was in excellent con- 
dition and had not shown any symptoms of 
illness since she had been in the owner's 
possession, 

History and Symptoms.—I was first called in 
to see this beast on January 27th, the owner 
informing me that it had been taken suddenly 
ill that morning. He also informed me _ that 
every day she was turned out for an hour or 
so in the fields. 

I found the animal to be standing with her 
head cocked up-in the air and on one side, and 
looking rather wild in the eyes. Temperature 
and respirations were normal; she appeared to 
be in no pain but seemed a little unsteady on 
her legs and was constipated. An opening drink 
Was given, and chloral and belladonna. Next 
day she seemed a little better and ate a little, 
although had_ difficulty in masticating. The 
feces were very thin and coal black in colour. 

On January 29th she was still discharging 
thin black feces which had a terrible odour, 
and she had difficulty in getting up on her 
front legs and seemed as though her fore 
quarters were partially paralysed. The cow 
continued in this state until January 31st, when 
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she was unable to rise at all and laid most of 
the time with her head round to her side, and 
seemed very quiet and sleepy. Stimulants were 
then given but her condition became gradually 
worse; respirations were almost entirely 
abdominal, and she was in practically a semi- 
comatose condition the whole time. Death took 
place on February 4th, but unfortunately it was 
impossible for me to be present when she was 
opened, although the owner and kKnackerman 
informed me they could find nothing abnorinal 
except the presence of  coal-black feces 
throughout the bowels. 


. 7 . . 


DISCUSSION 

Mr. J. Ho_Lroyp referred at some length to Mr. 
Wright’s experience, as compared with his own, 
of typical milk fever cases and their treatment. 
During his remarks he stated that he advocated 
intravenous rather than subcutaneous medication 
with calcium compounds. Nervous types, show- 
ing an elevated temperature, were exceedingly 
difficult to deal with. The differentiation be- 
tween true milk fever and atypical cases de- 
pended upon the condition of the animal the day 
after treatment had _ been’ applied. Major 
MATTINSON stated that he preferred the subcutan- 
cous use of calcium gluconate to the intravenous 
method, as being the more reliable. Messrs. 
Webster, Wilson and Shawcross’ contributed 
further to the discussion. 


Pathological Specimens 

Major J. H. Wright (Manchester) exhibited 
(1) the left ramus of a Sealyham, showing 
extensive necrosis; (2) renal calculi from a 
Schipperke bitch, and made the following ob- 
servations concerning them :— 

The subject of my first exhibit was a Sealy- 
ham dog brought to me with a history of an 
injury to the left ramus of the lower jaw. The 
dog had been unwell for three or four months 
and inability to play in the accustomed manner 
was first noticed. The teeth were apparently 
normal. He was unable to eat any solid food 
but refused none of a sloppy nature. The breath 
became very fceetid and the head was carried 
to one side. On examination I found excessive 
atrophy of all the muscles on the left side of 
the face and jaw, including those of the eyelid 
and eye, the latter being much receded and the 
ear drooping considerably. There was some 
difficulty in opening the mouth and on examin- 
ation with a laryngoscope it was seen that the 
left side of the lower jaw was infiltrated with 
pus and that a molar tooth was very loose, 
This was removed with a long, narrow pair of 
forceps, together with a piece of detached bone ; 
the remaining bone was also separated. 
Destruction of the dog was decided upon. It 
will be seen from the specimen that there was 
extensive necrosis. No doubt the injury in the 
first place was due to an obscure injury. 
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| Experiments with Diathermy on the Skin of 
Horses. BERNER. (1934.) Zschr. Veterinark. 
46. 254-263 and 273-286.) 


The therapeutic value of heat has been known 
for centuries, but improved methods for its 
application were not forthcoming until the 
introduction of electricity. Early workers soon 
proved that high-frequency currents can be 
passed through living tissue without ill-effects, 
but it was not until 1907 that their clinical value 
was demonstrated. This was possible on the 
introduction of primary and secondary circuits 
and on the development of suitable electrodes. 
Using such apparatus, electric currents and so 
heat can be applied to deep-lying structures as 
well as the skin; it is also possible to treat a large 
or small area of the body and to produce short 
discharges of high intensity. From this early 
work, two methods of electrical treatment have 
developed, one in which high frequency currents 
are employed for the faradisation of nerves, 
stimulation of the vasomotor responses of the 
skin, ete., and the other in which a modification 
of the high-frequency currents ensures the 
greatest production of heat. This latter is called 
diathermy. The principle of diathermy is the 
use of high-frequency currents in such a manner 
that the passage of the current to the body is 
direct and unbroken and bipolar electrodes are 
employed so that the high-frequency oscillations 
take a definite course through the body. More- 
over, the current can be applied in such a way 
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My second exhibit is a number of renal calculi 
removed on post-mortem from a Schipperke 


hitch, five years old and 13 or 14 Ib. in weight, 
which was submitted for autopsy. The owner 
Was suspicious that the animal might have been 
poisoned as some three or four days previously 
wu fox terrier puppy had died, but this was not 
the case, as was subsequently proved. The 
history of the Schipperke was as follows: She 
Was apparently quite healthy until three or 
four days before death. Then it was noticed 
that she refused food and later there was con- 
stant vomition. Eventually she staggered about 


and died in a fit. On examination, the animal 


was found to be in good condition, tending 
almost to obesity. There was a considerable 
amount of abdominal fat, and calculi were pre- 
sent in each kidney. 

The calculi were exceptionally large and must 
have been in process of formation for some time, 
The ureters were very thickened, the bladder 
sinall, and its capacity not more than a tea- 
spoonful. Uremic poisoning was undoubtedly 
the cause of death. The bitch must have shown 
symptoms of illness for many weeks, in spite 
of the history submitted by the owner. 
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that not the smallest muscular contraction is 
produced through nerve stimulation. The 
passage of continuous currents through such 
salt solutions as compose the body cells causes 
the positive and negative ions to pass to the 
appropriate poles and if this is continued motor 
nerve stimulation follows. If the high frequency 
currents change their direction several million 
times a second, however, no electrolytic effect 
is produced and their energy is dissipated in the 
required heat. 

The method has been used extensively in 
human medicine for the treatment of such con- 
ditions as arthritis, neuralgia, skin diseases, ete. 
In veterinary medicine, it has been used with 
success in the treatment of paralysis in dogs, in 
horses to assist the healing of wounds, in the 
treatment of injured nerves in muscular atrophy, 
bruising, ete., in cattle for the treatment of 
gangrenous dermatitis, ete., and it has also been 
used in the treatment of catarrhal conditions of 
the genital tract in sheep, cats and bitches, 

The type of electrode used plays an important 
part in the distribution of the current through 
the tissues and on this account it is essential to 
decide beforehand the course which it is desired 
that the current should take. For example, 
parallel plate electrodes of equal size enable the 
current to pass through the tissues perpendicu- 
larly to the electrodes. By varying the size, 
type and position of the electrodes the concen- 
tration of the current on a particular part can 
be controlled. It must be borne in mind, however, 
that all the tissues of the body do not impose a 
similar resistance to the current. On the passage 
of the current a local hyperemia of the skin 
occurs which dissipates some of the heat pro- 
duced, therefore to obtain a superficial action 
a relatively strong current must be used. When 
a deep action is required a weaker current may 
be used but it must be applied for a longer time. 
Involuntary burning of the skin is avoidable by 
keeping the skin cool and moist by cold water 
compresses. The electrodes must always be 
applied with equal pressure and the binding 
material should be of the best muslin. The 
patient usually becomes accustomed to such 
treatment very quickly but care is always 
necessary in the application of the current. The 
hair may be left on but the fat should be removed 
with benzene or other solvent and care must be 
taken that a fold of the skin is not caught under 
the electrodes. 

The apparatus used for the author's own 
experiments was capable of producing 750 volts 
and was rather more complicated than the usual 
type employed. He carried out experiments on 
a number of normal horses to determine the 
most suitable conditions under which diathermy 
may be given. He found that the daily applica- 
tion of 1 to 1°6 amps. by means of lead plate 
electrodes for three te six days produced 
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eczema and necrosis of the skin. On modifying 
the electrodes by incorporating a rubber sponge 
which could be kept moist, he found that 
1°8 amps. could be applied for 30 minutes or so 
daily for several days to the fetlock, hip, 
shoulder or hocks without any ill-effects. Two 
assistants are necessary, one at the head and the 
other to moisten the sponge during the applica- 
tion of the current and to see that the electrodes 
are in place. J. A. N. 

* * * * oe 
| Prognosis and Treatment of Joint Wounds in 
the Horse, with Special Reference to Rivanol. 

FREUDENBERG. (1934.) Zschr. Vet-kunde. 46. 

Nos, 9 and 10.] 

A lengthy review of the German literature on 
open joint in the horse and seven case records 
with four recoveries and three deaths. Two of 
these were fresh cases in army horses (treated 
before infection of the joint had made itself 
evident) affecting the elbow and stifle respec- 
tively, and five were cases taken to the Surgical 
Clinic of Hanover Veterinary College three to 
fourteen days after injury. The joints affected 
were the hock, hock, coffin, coffin and elbow 
respectively : of these, numbers one and three 
recovered. In all cases treatment consisted of 
cleansing the wound and_ irrigating the joint 
cavity with 1:1,000 rivanol solution under 
some pressure, beginning with three irrigations 
daily and falling to one daily until recovery was 
assured. 

The author’s review is interesting and infor- 
mative. He gives the relevant statistics from 
the records ot the German army from four 
groups of years extending from 1898 to 1931. 
The percentage of cures obtained has progres- 
sively risen from 73 to 85, thus demonstrating 
the advances made in therapeutics. The 
frequency of injury of the chief joints was as 
follows—hock, carpus, fetlock, stifle, elbow, 
pastern, shoulder, coffin, jaw and hip. The 
numbers of cases, cures and losses of injuries to 
these joints in horses of the German army 
between 1924 and 1931 are given in a table. 
Cures of 100 per cent. of open mandibular and 
shoulder joints are recorded, but all the cure 
percentages are high (round about 80, with the 
figures for the elbow joint lowest at about 56). 

Unfortunately the treatment of all these cases 
is not recorded, so that a comparison of them 
with the cases treated with rivanol irrigation is 
not possible. Rivanol was, however, chiefly 
used from 1928 onwards. 

The numerous methods which have been used 
in treatment are reviewed, but it is difficult to 
pick out any single outstanding one. There is 
some difference of opinion on the value of 
counter-irritation, and its use appears to be 
uncalled for if one can disinfect the joint cavity 
and so remove the principal menace of invading 
micro-organisms, 
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Joints are characterised by having a single- 
layered endothelium and by the presence of 
cartilage, both of which tissues have a very poor 
power of recovery from injury, and the prognosis 
of open joint becomes rapidly more unfavourable 
with the age of the injury. Rivanol is known to 
be outstanding as an efficient but non-irritant 
antiseptic and disinfectant and would appear to 
be the first or one of the first to be chosen for 
use in such a delicate structure as a joint cavity. 
Synovia has no bactericidal power. 

J. E. 


ok %* * k % 


{A Rare Renal Anomaly in a Horse. Ewmoro, 
O., and YAmMAmoTo, S. (1934.) J. Jap. Soc. 
Vet. Med. 13. 2.) 


The horse had been cast after many years’ 
service in the Japanese army, on account of age 
and was prepared for instruction in anatomy. 

The right kidney was very greatly shrunken, 
measuring 9°5 x 5°5 x 1°3 em. and weighing 
40 grammes, and the right ureter was enormously 
dilated and opened into the neck of the bladder 
instead of into the body. The left kidney was 
normal in structure but hypertrophied, measur- 
ing 18 x 13 x 5°6 em. and weighing &75 
grammes. The left ureter was normal. 

The abnormality was evidently a pressure 
atrophy arising secondarily from the abnormal 
uretero-cystic junction. 


Two sketches are given. J. E. 
* * ok Bd * 
[Corynebacterium Infections, with Special 


Reference to Caseous Lymphadenitis of Sheep. 
Dise. Comp. Sect. R. Soc. Med., Aug. 1934. ] 


Prof. BUXTON, in opening the subject before 
the Comparative Section of the Royal Society 
of Medicine, referred to the commoner species of 
the genus Corynebacterium found in man and 
animals and went on to describe in detail the 
biochemical, morphological and _ pathogenic 
properties of the Preisz-Nocard _ bacillus 
(C. pseudotuberculosis ovis). Of the diphtheroids 
pathogenic for animals, the Preisz-Nocard 
bacillus causes caseous lymphadenitis in sheep 
and ulcerative lymphadenitis in horses. 

The presence of a filterable form was suggested 
by the experiments of Cassamagnaghi (1932) 
who injected filtrates of cultures into guinea-pigs 
which resulted in the development of lesions in 
the glands from which the organism was again 
recovered. Some strains form a soluble toxin 
which is lethal to guinea-pigs. This may be 
neutralised to some extent by diphtheria 
antitoxin. 

Caseous lymphadenitis, which is a chronic 
affection occurring sporadically, is of economic 
importance in Australia and 8. America and 
occurs in all European countries except England, 
though British breeds have been shown to be 
susceptible, 
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The symptoms of the disease are very mild 
if they occur at all. There may be progressive 
anemia and cachexia or a chronic broncho- 
pneumonia if the lungs become affected. More 
often than not the lesions are confined to the 
glands of the body, especially the prescapular 
and the precrural, and are not observed until 
after slaughter. The gland in the early stages 
appears watery and gelatinous, containing small 
nodules of caseous pus. The more advanced 
the disease the larger do these become. The 
lung lesions vary from small greenish nodules to 
* tumours ”’ the size of a goose egg. 

With regard to the pathogenicity of the 
organism, it was found that subcutaneous 
injection into a sheep may result in a local 
abscess or cause enlargement of the regional 
lymphatic glands and development of foci in the 
lungs. Intravenous injection results in a 
generalised condition. When the dose is adminis- 
tered through a stomach tube, the submaxillary, 
pharyngeal and bronchial glands almost invari- 
ably are affected. 

It is not always possible to set up infection by 
applying culture or pus containing the organism 
to wounds and abrasions. Lambs, especially, 
have been shown (Bull, 1933) to have a con- 
siderable degree of resistance. The natural 
method of infection is not definitely known. 

Various workers claim to have produced an 
intradermal reaction by using small quantities 
of the toxin or filtered products of cultures, but 
Carne, working more recently on this question, 
has not been able to confirm these findings. 

Dr. CARNE said the knowledge of members of 
this group of bacteria was very incomplete. He 
described the characters of sixty strains of 
C. ovis isolated from lesions in Australian sheep, 
the lesions which occur in guinea-pigs when 
artificially infected and those which occur in 
sheep under natural conditions. 

C. ovis remains alive for long periods in caseo- 
purulent material but is readily destroyed by 
heat or direct sunlight. All the strains of 
Australian origin appear to be capable of pro- 
ducing toxin. 

Dr. PETRIE referred to his work on the toxin- 
antitoxin relationship between certain strains of 
diphtheroids of human origin and C. ovis. As 
far as C. ovis and C. diphtheriw are concerned, 
there appears to be none. 

Other speakers viewed the subject largely 
from the academie aspect and discussed in 
detail cross-immunity tests, toxin production 
and cutaneous reactions. 

Prof. LEDINGHAM alluded to the rat patho- 
genicity test for distinguishing C. diphtherie 
from the Preisz-Nocard type. Whereas intra- 
peritoneal inoculation of rats with small doses 
of Preisz-Nocard led to a fatal septicemia, 
inoculations of large doses of C. diphtherie by 
the same route were readily borne. 
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Mr. Poo pointed out the greater risk of 
infection which existed under conditions of 
sheep-rearing prevailing abroad. 

N. 8S. B. 


|Researches upen Corynebacterium — renalis. 
Hirato, K. J. Jap. Soc. Vel. Sci. Dee., 1933. 


The author collected fourteen strains of 
C. renalis from cases of pyelonephritis and 
urocystitis of cattle. These he examined and 
divided into groups according to their morpho- 
logical and biochemical characters, a detailed 
table of which is given. 

A short summary in English concludes this 
article. N. S. B. 


* k & * 


|Notes on the Antigenie Properties of Living 
and Dead Organisms, Ruiz, C., and ENRIQUEZz, 
CG. SS. (1934.) Ann, Rept. Inst. Anim. Biol. 
Span. Repub. pp. 13-48.) 


In a previous communication the authors had 
demonstrated that attenuation by prolonged 
cultivation had not affected the antigenic 
properties of killed suspensions of B. mallei. In 
the present paper they report similar compari- 
sons between suspensions of killed virulent 
organisms and living attenuated organisms. 
The suspensions were inoculated into groups of 
rabbits and the development of antibodies and 
changes in the differential leucocytic counts 
observed over a period of several weeks. The 
results showed that the response to the sus- 
pension of attenuated bacteria was in every way 
equal to that elicited by the killed virulent 
strain. The author concludes that, as the intro- 
duction of living attenuated bacteria into the 
body is more likely to involve some immuno- 
logical factor which he did not observe than 
is that of dead organisms, living attenuated 
cultures are to be preferred to dead organisms in 
vaccination. R. S. R. 


* * ex K * 


|The Action of Thyroxine on the Milk and Milk- 
fat Production of Cows. Granam, W. R. 
(1934.) Biochem, J. 28. 1368-1371. | 


The effect of the addition ‘of thyroxine, 
dinitrophenol or prolactin (an extract of the 
pituitary glands) to the diet of five cows was 
observed. It appears that the milk yield and 
especially the fat content of the milk is increased 
by feeding thyroxine. Increasing the metabolic 
rate by the administration of small amounts of 
dinitrophenol appeared to have little or no 
effect, whilst the results with two preparations 
of prolactin were variable. Owing to the small 
number of cattle used the results must be 
accepted with reserve. 

WwW. 8B. W. 
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NATIONAL VETERINARY MEDICAL 
ASSOCIATION OF GREAT BRITAIN 
AND IRELAND 


Quarterly Meeting of Council 


The April meeting of Council, N.V.M.A., was 
held, with the President (Professor J. F. 
Craig) in the chair, on the 2nd of the month, 
in the Warwick Room, Connaught Rooms, Great 
Queen Street (Kingsway), London, W.C.2, when 
the attendance of Members of Council attained 
the record number of 48. 

The following were present: 
Balls, H, Bell and H. W. Steele Bodger, Cap- 
tain R. E. CC, Bullen, Mr. H. E. Bywater, 
Captain J. CC. Coleman, Major T. Dalling, 
Captain D. G. Davies, Captain H. W. Dawes, 
Major G. W. Dunkin, Messrs. E. P. Edwards, 
and H. W. Griffiths, Captain O. V. Gunning, 
Captain J. R. Hewer, Mr. J. Holroyd, Captain 
H, Tudor Hughes, Mr. H. V. Hughes, Major 


Messrs. L. S. 


H. Kirk, Dr. R. Lovell, Dr. J. MeCunn, Mr. 
J. W. MelIntosh, Professor James Macqueen, 
Messrs. G. P. Male and J. W. Hall-Masheter, 


Professor W,. C. Miller, Major-General Sir John 
Moore, Messrs. W. Nairn and R. Barons Nelder, 
Major R. H, H. Over, Major ID. S. Rabagliati, 
Mr. J. R. Rider (Hon, Secretary), Dr. J. T. 
Share-Jones, Lieut.-Colonel P. J. Simpson, Cap- 
tain R. Simpson, Messrs. Arnold Spicer and 
H. P. Standley (sen.), Major F. J. Taylor, Mr. 
T. R. Thomas, Captain W. K. Townson, Major 
R. F. Wall, Dr. A. W. Whitehouse, Messrs. T. 
Wilkinson, J. Willett, R. A. Willett and Wm. 
Woods, Professor G. H. Wooldridge, and Dr. 
W. R. Wooldridge, together with the Solicitor 
(Mr. C. O, Langley), and the Secretary (Mr. F. 
Knight). 

The minutes of the last quarterly meeting of 
Council, having been published in The Veterin- 
ary Record, were taken as read and signed as 
correct, 


The Secretrary said that there were three 
matters arising from the minutes. The first 


was that the President had nominated Captain 
R. Simpson as the Association’s delegate to the 
Bournemouth Congress of the Royal Sanitary 
Institute, and that Captain Simpson had agreed 
to attend on the Association’s behalf. 

The second matter arising was the receipt 
of a letter from the North Wales Division, dated 
March 5th, 1935, and which was in the follow- 
ing terms :— 

“With regard to the Minutes of Evidence 
submitted to the Economic Advisory Council’s 
Committee, I have to inform you that the North 
Wales Division, whilst regretting that’ the 
N.V.M.A. Council considers that it cannot take 
any useful action with a view to endeavouring 
to secure the publication of the Minutes of Evi- 
dence, suggests that, having regard to the im- 
portant effects of the proposals contained in 
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the Report, enquiries be made as to whether or 
not there are any special reasons why in this 
instance the minutes of evidence should not be 


published after the Report has been made 
public.” 
The PRESIDENT enquired if the Council 


desired to take any action upon the matter 
dealt with in that communication. Members 
would remember that, at the last meeting, ¢ 
similar question arose, and on that occasion ¢ 
letter from the Economic Advisory Council was 
read, stating that the minutes of evidence would 
not be published. It was a question now as 
to whether they could usefully take any further 
action. 

Major RaBAGLIATI moved that no action be 
taken. He thought a specific undertaking was 
given before evidence was submitted that such 
evidence would be treated as confidential, 

The motion was seconded by Mr. MALE. 

Dr. SHARE-JONES said that it seemed to him 
that the action of the Eeonomiec Advisory 
Council’s Committee in failing to publish, after 
their report had been published, the minutes 
of the evidence laid before them was a very 
strange procedure, and it was a_ procedure 
which was agitating others interested in agri- 
culture besides veterinary people. Of course, 
all evidence given before government commit- 
tees was confidential when given, but surely 
it was in the public interest that, after the 
report was issued, the evidence should be 
published, in order that those who read _ it 
might be in a position to decide whether the 
report was justified on the evidence that had 
been given. He found that the Meat Traders’ 
Federation were agitating for the publication 
of evidence relating to their industry, and he 
could not see that anything but good in the 
public interest could come out of the publication 
of that evidence: if it were not published they 
should be given some very definite reason for 
keeping it confidential. It was a matter that 
concerned the general public. He therefore 
begged to move the following amendment :— 

“That an enquiry be made from the 
Keonomie Advisory Council as to whether 
there are any special reasons’ why, 
in this instance, the minutes of the 
evidence submitted to the Cattle Diseases 
Committee of the Economic Advisory 
Council should not be published now that 
the report has been made public.” 

Major Wat seconded the amendment. 

The PRESIDENT now put the amendment to 
the meeting, when it was carried by 24 votes 
to 15. 

Put as a 
was carried. 

Dr. SHARE-JONES proposed that, in order that 
the Council should secure effect for their de- 
cision in this matter, the motion should be 
circulated to Members of Parliament as being 


_— - 


substantive motion, the resolution 
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the recommendation of the N.V.M.A.: each 
member could do so to his own individual M.P. 
He spoke as one who gave evidence, and very 
lengthy evidence too, (Laughter.) 

The CHAIRMAN said that he took it that that 
motion which the Council had passed and which 
had been accepted as a substantive motion 
was one in which they undertook to make en- 
quiries of the Economic Advisory Council with 
a view to securing the publication of the 
minutes of evidence. He did not feel that it 
would be of value to put such a resolution before 
Members of Parliament until they heard what 
the Economic Advisory Council had to say. 

Professor SHARE-JONES observed that after 
that expression of opinion he would postpone 
his further recommendation. 

The SECRETARY said that the third and last 
matter arising from the minutes was the re- 
ceipt of a letter, dated January 25th, 1935, from 
the Medical Secretary of the British Medical 
Association in the following terms :— 

“At its meeting on the 23rd inst. the Council 
had before it your letter of the 9th inst., offering 
the assistance of the National Veterinary Medical 
Council in the efforts of the Association to 
oppose the Osteopathy Bill. The Council re- 
quested me to convey to the National Council 
its very cordial appreciation of this offer of 
assistance, of which the Council will not hesi- 
tate to take advantage should the occasion arise.” 

The PRESIDENT observed that that letter was 
read for the information of the Council. 


CORRESPONDENCE 

(1) From the following members of Council 
apologising for their inability to attend the 
meeting : Captain J. R. Barker, Dr. O. Charnock 
Bradley, Mr. Duncan Cumming, Lieut.-Colonel 
J. A. Dixon, Mr. James Dodd, Major A, C. 
Dunean, Mr. Arthur Gofton, Mr. L. Hughes, 
Mr. E. F. MecCleery, Captain S. J. Motton, Cap- 
tain A. W. Noel Pillers, Mr. Horace L, Roberts, 
Mr. R. H. Smythe, Major A. Spreull, Mr. H. P. 
Standley (Jun.), Major J. H. Taylor, Mr. A. 
Thomson, Mr. WN. Tweed, Captain W. Watt, and 
Captain W. G. Wragg (Hon. Treasurer). 

The aa ita said that, arising from the 
receipt of apologies for absence, the Council 


would learn with much regret that the Hon. 


Treasurer, Captain Wragg, had been ill for 
some time. He was very glad to say, however, 
that Captain Wragg was now sufficiently re- 
covered in health to be able to attend at his 
office, and that he hoped soon to be sufficiently 
well to come once again to meetings of the 
Council of the N.V.M.A. (Hear, hear.) 

(2) From His Worship the Mayor of Harro- 
gate, extending to the Association a very hearty 
welcome to hold its next conference in that 
town. 

The PRESIDENT stated that that was a matter 
for the Annual Meeting, and he took it that it 








was the wish of the Council that this letter 
should be brought before that gathering. 

The Council expressed assent. 

(8) From Mr. E. C. Lloyd and Mr. G. T. 
Matthews, of the Ministry of Agriculture, 
resigning membership owing to the nature of 
their official duties, 

The Council accepted these resignations with 
regret. 

(4) From the Secretary of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons, dated March 15th, 
1935, in the following terms :— 

“T am directed by the Council to ask you to 
be so kind as to bring again before the Council 
of your Association at a convenient opportunity, 
the enclosed appeal for an Endowment Fund for 
the Library of this College. The Council is 
exiremely grateful for the very generous grant 
made by the National Veterinary Medical Asso- 
ciation and for the donations made by so many 
of its Divisions, but as the amount realised by 
the appeal is as yet only in the region of £1,000, 
it is obvious that further coniialinne are 
necessary. The suggestion has been made that 
the Divisions might be willing to vote an annual 
donation to the Library Endowment Fund, on 
the express condition that such donations were 
to be added to the capital of the Fund and 
invested. 

“If your Association could also see its way 
to adopt this suggestion, the financial assistance 
thus afforded would be greatly appreciated by 
the Council.” 

The PRESIDENT said that that letter was for 
the information of the Council. It might be 
referred to the Finance Committee for con- 
sideration and report. 

Colonel Simpson moved an the 
motion being seconded by Mr, NAIRN. 

Professor WOOLDRIDGE mov ott — 

“That it also be a resolution in Council 
that this matter be brought to the notice 
of the various Divisions, in order that they 
may give it their sympathetic financial 
support.” 

The motion was seconded by Major 
RABAGLIATI and carried unanimously, 

(5) The Secretary réported that the follow- 
ing letter, dated March 8th, 1935, had been 
jointly addressed to the Secretary of the Scot- 
tish Board of Research in Veterinary Science, 
on behalf of the N.V.M.A. by the President, 
and on behalf of the National Farmers’ Union 
of Scotland by its General Secretary :— 

“Arising out of a resolution passed at the 
Congress of the National Veterinary Medical 
Association of Great Britain and Ireland, held 
in Edinburgh in August, 1934, the Council of 
the Association, in conjunction with the National 
Farmers’ Union of Scotland, desire to bring to 
the attention of the Scottish Board of Research 
in Veterinary Science the large economic loss 
sustained by the dairying industry from the 
ravages of “ white scour in calves. It has 
been found, as a result of questionnaires distri- 
buted among 52 representative dairy farmers 
in Ayrshire, that white scour is responsible for 
40 per cent. of the mortality in young calves, and 
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the losses in Ayrshire alone have been estimated 
at a figure of over £20,000 per annum. ; 

‘It_is felt that these facts in themselves give 
a sufficient indication of the need for investi- 
gation being instituted into the problem of white 
scour, and we would therefore request that the 
Scottish Board of Research in Veterinary Science 
give this matter their early and careful atten- 
tion with a view to its being made the subject 
of organised research,” 

To that letter, continued the SECRETARY, a 
reply had been received on March 12th, inform 
ing the Association that an informal communi- 
cation was made that such a represen‘ation as 
was contained in the above letter would be 
coming forward, and stating that at their first 
meeting the Board had appointed a Research 
Committee, and that to this Committee the 
question of investigation into white scour was 
remitted, with power to act. In this connection 
the following letter was read from Dr. J. 
Russell Greig, of the Animal Diseases Research 
Association, dated March 28th, 1935 :— 


“T have to inform you that the joint letter 
from the National Farmers’ Union of Scotland 
and the National Veterinary Medical Association, 
representing the need for organised research 
into white scour in calves, has been laid before 
the meeting of the Research Committee of the 
Scottish Board of Research in Veterinary Science, 
held on Thursday, March 21st. The Committee 
appreciated the importance of the problem and 
resolved to give the matter their fullest con- 
sideration.” 

The PRESIDENT commented that it would be 
noted that the action that had been taken in 
this matter was likely to bear fruit, and he 
thought it was all to the good. (Hear, hear.) 

(6) From Professor W. C. Miller, on behalf 
of the Executive Committee of the Scottish 
Branch, dated Mareh 30th, 1935, and addressed 
to the Secretary of the Association in the 
following terms :— 

“At the last meeting of the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Scottish Branch a letter from the 
West of Scotland Division was considered. This 
contained a resolution which the Executive Com- 
mittee decided to modify to read as follows:— 

“It was resolved that in view of the poor 
representation of Scotland on the Committees 
of the Council of the N.V.M.A,. the time is now 
opportune to discuss the possibility of the pay- 
ment of expenses of Branch and Division repre- 
sentatives. It is urged that the  Secre- 
tary, whom failing one other repre- 
sentative to the Council of the N.V.M.A. who 
may be nominated by the Branch or Divisional 
President. should be entitled to claim his ex- 
penses from the funds of the N.V.M.A.’ 

“T was instructed to emphasise that the mem- 
bers of the Branch Executive Committee, in 
passing this resolution, were concerned solely 
with the desire to secure fair representation of 
Branch and Divisional interests on the Council 
of the N.V.M.A. It is probably not necessary 
to point out that the - penses incurred in attend- 
ing meetings of the N.V.M.A. in London become 
heavy items of expenditure if they are borne by 
the fadividnals themselves. 

“As you are, of course, aware, the system 
of holding one Council Meeting in the North was 
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not successful because of the poor attendance 
of English representatives. It would appear to 
the Members in Scotland that if adequate repre- 
sentation is to be secured there is no alternative 
except some system whereby the expenses of 
one representative from the Scottish Branch, and 
one from each of the Five Scottish Divisions 
would be refunded. 

“The Scottish Branch Executive would be 
glad if you would bring this matter before the 
notice of the Council at the first opportunity.” 

On the proposition of Mr, Nairn, seconded 
by Professor MILLER, it was agreed to refer this 
letter to the Finance Committee. 

(7) From the National Association for the 
Prevention of Tuberculosis, drawing attention 
to the 21st Annual Conference of the Association 
to be held at Southport from June 27th-29th, 
1935, and inviting the appointment of delegates. 

The CHAIRMAN observed that the programme 
stated that the chief subject of discussion would 
be “ The Responsibility of the Nation towards 
the Child in respect of Tuberculosis,” and 
added that that was obviously a Conference 
in the proceedings of which the profession were 
interested. 

Mr. STEELE BopGER moved :— 

“That a representative be sent; also 
that, in view of the fact that the Associa- 
tion’s representative epee year contributed 
to the Council a very challenging and in- 
teresting report, the same representa- 
tive be sent again this year.’ 

Mr. MALE seconded the motion. 

Dr. Woo.pripce, while thanking the mover 
and seconder of the motion, said that he was 
afraid that his own view was that representa- 
tion at this Conference was not altogether de- 
sirable. The attendance there was very largely 
of a lay nature—it was not even medical. 
Whether it would be advisable to send repre- 
sentatives now and again was another matter. 

Mr. MALE dissented from the view expressed 
by Dr. Wooldridge. He had attended that Con- 
gress, and there were a’ways many matters 
arising thereat concerning which it was highly 
desirable, in his view, that the veterinary pro- 
fession should have an opportunity of express- 
ing its views. He hoped, therefore, that Dr. 
Wooldridge would accept the Council’s invita- 
tion to him to attend on its behalf. He was 
confident that their representation by him would 
be very desirable, and that he would have a 
useful report to make to Council subsequently. 

Dr. Woo.tprince said that he felt that he 
must give way to the feelings expressed; he 
was not quite sure as to the suitability of the 
dates for his attendance, but he would let the 
Secretary know if it were possible for him 
to go, if such was the wish of the Council. 

The meeting having expressed assent, Mr. 
STEELE BopGeER rose to say that he desired to 
move that in all cases where a_ delegate 
attended a conference on behalf of the N.V.M.A. 























April 27, 1935. 





his expenses should be paid by the Association. 

The PRESIDENT suggested that before Mr. 
Steele Bodger put forward such a_ general 
resolution as-that he should make a particular 
one: “ That the delegate’s expenses be paid in 
this case, and that the general question of the 
payment of expenses of delegates to conferences 
be referred to the Finance Committee for con- 
sideration and report.” 

Mr. STEELE BopGer accepted the President's 
ruling, and the Council concurred. 


MEMBERSHIP 


The SECRETARY reported that the number of 
members on the register of the Association on 
March 31st, 1985, was 1,698, this figure inelud- 
ing 40 new members to be elected that day, 
compared with 1,617 on the same date in 1984. 

The PRESIDENT said that it was satisfactory 
to note that the membership was gradually 
increasing. (Hear, hear.) 

Obituary List.—Council stood in silence while 
the SECRETARY read the obituary list as follows: 
Mr. W. R. Davis (Rhyl), Captain L. W. Wynn 
Lloyd (Deganwy), and Mr. A. PP. Burgon 
(Haverhill). 

Professor WooLDRIDGE said that before pass- 
ing from that item he thought it would be fitting 
that Council should pass a vote of condolence 
with Mrs. Wynn Lloyd in respect of the deaih 
of Mr. Wynn Lloyd, who had on various 
occasions acted as Local Secretary for the 
Congresses of the Association. He had done 
sterling work for the Council from time to 
time. P 

The Presipent: “It is unnecessary for 
anyone to second that. Will you pass this 
standing? ” 

The Council complied. 

Resignations.—The SeEcRETARY reported the 
resignations of Mr, J. Norbury (Knutsford), 
and Mr. W. Watts (Holbeach), which were 
accepted with regret. 

New Members.—The following new members 
were unanimously elected, the majority of the 
names appearing on the agenda paper, and the 
others being announced by the SECRETARY who 
added that all those concerned had presented 
duly completed forms of nomination, and had 
paid their subscriptions: Mr. ID. R. Baleombe- 
Brown (London, 8.E.1.), Mr. FE. D. Barker 
(York), Major D’A, S. Beck (R.A.V.C.), Mr. 
J. C. Bennison (Cockermouth), Mr. H. R. Binns 
(London, S.W.5.), Mr. B. Brown (Knutsford), 
Captain G. N. Bushman (London, N.19.), Miss 
A. M. B. Copithorne (Abbots Langley), Mr. 
R. de Bruyn (London, N.15.), Mr. J. J. Dundon 
(Limerick), Miss M. G. Duff (Glasgow), Mr. 
T. Maldwyn Evans (Carnarvon), Mr. J. M. 
Farrell (Cashel), Mr. W. J. Flanagan 
(Ballinasloe), Mr. J. L. Frood (Surbiton), Cap- 
tain W, Gibson (Grantham), Mr, D, Harkness 
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(Lanark), Mr. H. D. Heggarty (Sale Moor), 
Mr. T. E. Hey (Leyland), Mr. H. W. J. Hossack 
(Ware), Mr. L. E. Hughes (Oswestry), Mr. 
Kk. B. Ince (Sturry), Mr. CG. P. Inglis (Ministry 
of Agriculture), Mr, O. CG. M. Kay (Liansant- 
ffraid), Mr. J. Johnston (Driffield), Mr, H. R. 
Laycock (Sheflield), Mr. Robert Moore 
(Belfast), Mr. J. Nisbet (Edinburgh), Major 
(. S. Northeott (Ash Vale), Mr. T. H. Robinson 
(Belfast), Mr. W, J. B. Robson (Laurencekirk), 
Mr. J. EK. Saunders (Nottingham), Mr, <A, 
Shenton (Trentham), Mr. John Steven (Hol- 
beach), Miss V. Tillemont-Thomason (Liver- 
pool), Mr. ID. J. Tweed (Ballymoney), Miss 
O. Uvarov (Leatherhead), Mr. R. P. Webber 
(Newbury), Mr. A. R. Withers (Edinburgh), 
and Mr. J. Li. Williams (Bala). 


Major DuNKIN having drawn attention to the 
fact that the membership figure of 1,698 con- 
stituted a “ record,” the PRESIDENT expressed 
the hope that membership of the Association 
would increase to such an extent that all mem- 
bers of the profession would belong to the 
* National.” (Hear, hear.) 


Reports of Standing Committees 


Organising Committee.—The report of this 
Committee was read by the CHAIRMAN (Mr. 
J. R. Rider), who moved its reception and 
adoption. 


The Organising Committee met at 2, Verulam 
Buildings, on Monday, April 1st, with Mr, J. R. 
Rider in the Chair. 

The Secretary reported that Mr. G. T. Matthews 
had tendered his resignation from the Com- 
mittee. This was accepted with regret and it 
was decided that at the next meeting, considera- 
tion should be given to filling the vacancy thus 
created. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were 
read and signed as correct. 

Arising from the minutes, communications 
were read bearing on the provision of veter- 
inary services in connection with R.S.P.C.A. 
clinics. It was decided to maintain touch with 
developments, and to keep in contact with head- 
quarters R.S.P.C.A. * 

Arising out of the further letter which had 
been sent to the Divisions on this subject, replies 
were received from a number of Divisions 
stating that the needs of the poor were already 
being adequately met in their respective areas. 

In the course of a reply from, one Division, 
attention was drawn to the situation in a town 
within its area. After discussion, it was decided 
to ask for permission to forward to the R.S.P.C.A. 
a letter giving fuller details, which had been 
received from a member of the Division, 

The reply from another Division asked for 
the reception of a deputation to consider points 
which were later supplied. The Committee 
decided to inform this Division that a number 
of the points raised had already been dealt with 
but if the Division could supply more specific 
evidence on the remainder, then the Committee 
would be pleased to receive the deputation. 

A letter was read from the Hon. Secretary 
of the Liverpool University Veterinary Society 
containing a resolution passed by that body on 
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March Ist respecting the official opening of a 
new R.S.P.C.A. Hospital at Liverpool. 

The booklet on animal clinics recently issued 
to the Branches of the R.S.P.C.A. was discussed 
by the Committee. 

Attention was called to the danger which 
might arise following the appointment of an 
individual to act as the sole veterinary officer 
in charge of a clinic and it was suggested that 
steps be taken to prevent the possibility of such 
a position being used to establish a_ private 
practice. With this the Committee agreed. 

The Sub-Committee appointed to meet 
representatives of the Association of Scien- 
tific Workers reported that in its view 
co-operation on the following lines should 
be arranged:— 

The two bodies should exchange journals 
and relevant minutes and memoranda, as 
well as invitations to attend Committee 
Meetings on appropriate occasions. This 
arrangement would entail no financial obli- 
gations; each body would retain its identity. 

It was mentioned that several members 
of the Association of Scientific Workers are 
M.P.s and that that Association collaborates 
with a number of bodies which have parlia- 
mentary influence, notably the Parliamentary 
Science Committee. 

The Sub-Committee consequently  con- 
sidered that it would be to the advantage 
of the N.V.M.A. to be affiliated with the Par- 
liamentary Science Committee, so that the 
Associxtion may be enabled to raise in Par- 
liament, through that Committee, questions 
affecting the veterinary profession. 

It is understood that for the current year 
the membership subscription would be 
¢10 10s., and that the Association would be 
entitled to two representatives on_ the 
General Committee of that body. 

In approving the foregoing report, the Com- 
mittee was given to understand that the N.V.M.A. 
would be entitled to two representatives on the 
*arliamentary Science Committee and in the 
event of the Council also adopting the report, 
it recommends that the Association’s represen- 
tatives should be Dr. Wooldridge and Major 
Dunkin. 

The Secretary was instructed as to the reply 
which was to be sent to a letter addressed by 
Miss J. Bean, of Diss, to the President on the 
subject of the registration of canine nurses. 

Press-cuttings were presented showing the 
number of newspapers which had used the brief 
article circulated by the office on the subject of 
the Association’s report on the recommendations 
of the Gowland Hopkins Committee. 


Major HaAmitton Kirk stated that he had 
been unable to be present at the meeting of 
the Organising Committee at which the matter 
was discussed, and that he would like to have 
an assurance that the letter emanating from 
the Central Veterinary Society had received 
full consideration. That Society had arrived 
ut some very definite conclusions in regard to 
the functioning of clinics, in which members 
of the profession co-operated with the 
R.S.P.C.A., and he hoped that those conclusions 
had not been shelved at all. 

Mr. Riper: “They certainly have not 
been shelved.” 

The report was adopted without further dis- 
cussion. 
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Parliamentary Committee.— Captain CoLEMAN 
(Chairman) read the report of this Committee 
as follows :— 


A meeting of the Parliamentary Committee 
was held at 2, Verulam Buildings, on Monday, 
April ist, with Captain J. C. Coleman in the 
Chair. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were 
read and signed as correct. 

A letter was read from the Cattle Committee 
acknowledging, without comment, the receipt of 
the Association’s further protest against the lack 
of any provision for the employment of  veter- 
inary surgeons in connection with the adminis- 
tration of the Cattle Industry (Emergency Pro- 
visions) Act, and requesting that the Association 
should be consulted if a long-term policy is 
contemplated following upon the termination 
of the present Act. 

Further consideration was given to the mem- 
orandum submitted by Professor Wright criti- 
cising certain’ provisions in the Dangerous 
Drugs Acts, 1920-32. The Committee also had 
before it copies of letters which had passed 
between the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
and the Home Office in the same connection. 
It was felt that the satisfactory nature of the 
Home Office reply to the R.C.V.S. rendered it 
unnecessary for the Association to take any 
action. 

The Secretary made a report on the arrange- 
ments in operation for the past six months for 
keeping the Association in touch with the pro- 
ceedings in Parliament. The Committee agreed 
that the Association should continue to subscribe 
to the daily Votes of the House of Commons 
and Minutes of the House of Lords. 

Arising out of this it was decided to ask 
the Finance and General Purposes Committee 
whether arrangements could be made for Messrs. 
Durrants to supply press-cuttings on a wider 
scope of subjects. 

Consideration was given to the following 
resolution from the South Eastern Division :— 

“That it is the opinion of this Division 
of the N.V.M.A. that the standardisation of 
biological products should be insisted upon.” 


After discussion it was decided to recommend 
that representations should be made to_ the 
Home Office to the effect that it is the opinion 
of the N.V.M.A. that provision should be made 
for the rescinding of Part VII (2) Therapeutic 
Substances Regulations, 1927, when any further 
or revised Regulations are contemplated. 

Captain Coleman added: “ Since that meeting 
certain information has come to the knowledge 
of the Association, in consequence of which it 
is thought that it would be better not to proceed 
at the moment with the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee’s recommendation, with regard to the 
resolution from the South Eastern Division, 

The PRESIDENT said that he supposed that 
Captain Coleman proposed that that report be 
received and adopted with the consequential 
alterations indicated in his addendum, 

Captain COLEMAN assented, 

Mr. Mate seconded the motion, which was 
carried, 


Appointments Committee and Veterinary 
Officers’ and Public Health Committee (Joint 
Meeting).—Mr. Mare (Chairman of the Joint 
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Meeting) read the following report and moved 
its reception and adoption, this being seconded 
by Captain Simpson and carried without 
discussion :— 

JOINT MEETING 

A Joint meeting of the Appointments Com- 
mittee and the Veterinary Officers’ and Public 
Health Committee was held at 2, Verulam Build- 
ings on Tuesday, April 2nd, with Mr. G. P. 
Male in the Chair. 

The purpose of the meeting was to consider 
the position that had arisen in connection with 
the proposed representation of the N.V.M.A. on 
the Standing Joint Committee of the National 
Association of Local Government Officers. Letters 
from the General Secretary of that Association 
were read, in which it was stated that the Joint 
Standing Committee was in favour of represen- 
tation being provided by the Society of Veter- 
inary Officers. 

In connection with this matter, consideration 
was given to a communication from the Society 
of Veterinary Officers. 

It was decided to recommend that no further 
action be taken with N.A.L.G.O., but that the 
Society of Veterinary Officers be informed of 
the facts of the situation which had led to the 
suggestion of an application from the N.V.M.A., 
for membership of the N.A.L.G.0. Joint Com- 
mittee. It was also agreed to recommend that 
the drafting of this letter be undertaken by the 
Hon. Secretary of the Association. 


Finance and General Purposes Committee.— 
Lieut.-Colonel Simpson requested permission to 
make (1) the customary quarterly report of 
the Committee, and (2) a supplementary report 
on matters that had arisen during the past 
quarter, 

The PRESIDENT having assented, Colonel 
SIMPSON read the following quarterly report, 
moving its reception and adoption :— 


Two meetings of the Finance and General 
Purposes Committee have been held during the 
past quarter, with Lieut.-Colonel P. J. Simpson 
in the Chair. 

At the January Meeting of Council, arising 
out of approval given to the Scheme for Personal 
Accident and Sickness Insurance, the suggestion 
was made that the Committee should enquire 
into the possibility of arranging a policy of per- 
manent insurance against illness. This matter 
has been taken up with Messrs. S. H. Cannon 
& Co., with the result that they have arranged 
that members who wish to do so can take out 
such a permanent policy. Consequently a state- 


ment to this effect has been added to the pros-. 


pectus of the Scheme. 

The sum of £1,500 has been invested equally 
in Local Loans 3 per cent. and Conversion Loan 
3: per cent. Stocks. 

The Association’s membership of the National 
Horse Association has been renewed. 

Consideration has been given to a_ proposal 
that a larger amount should be allocated annually 
for veterinary benevolent purposes. It was de- 
cided to recommend that the Association’s annual 
subscription to the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent 
Fund and the National Veterinary Benevolent 
and Mutual Defence Society should be increased 
from ten to 20 guineas in each case. 

The Committee is pleased to report that except 
in a few cases, in which it is proposed to take 
no further action, all outstanding membership 
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subscriptions for the year 1934 have now been 
paid. 

The motion having been seconded by Major 
Kirk, Mr, SreELE BopGer said that for the 
information of members he would like to say 
that the Permanent Sickness Policy was not, 
in his opinion, an easy one to obtain. He 
negotiated with Messrs. Cannon & Co., with a 
view to taking out that policy, and in spite 
of the fact that he had five first-class life in- 
surances, he was unable to secure acceptance 
by that firm. Therefore he would warn mem- 
bers not to leave it too late in life before effect- 
ing any projected transfer in respect of sickness 
insurance, Otherwise they might find that it 
was more difficult than they imagined. 
(Laughter. ) 

In reply to Professor WooLpRIpGE, the 
PRESIDENT stated that members might take it 
that, if the report were adopted, the increase 
in the grants to the Benevolent Societies would 
take place automatically. 

Passing to his supplementary report, Colonel 
Simpson said that two meetings of the Com- 
inittee had been devoted almost entirely to the 
consideration of the matter that was referred 
back at the last Council meeting in connection 
with staff salaries, and the Finance and General 
Purposes Committee passed unanimously—those 
of them who were’ present—the following 
resolution :— 

“ After further and very full considera- 
tion the Committee is unable to alter its 
recommendations made to the Council on 
January Sth, viz., that no increase’ in 
salaries be granted at the present.” 

The CounciL went into committee to consider 
this supplementary report, and on the resump- 
tion Colonel Stimpson moved that the recommen- 
dation of the Finance Committee be adopted. 

The motion was carried Nem. con, 


Appointments Committee.—The report of this 
Committee was read as follows and its adoption 
moved by the CHAIRMAN, (Major Rabagliati) :— 


The Appointments Committee met at the offices 
of the Association on Tuesday, April 2nd. | 

The Committee heard that owing to their 
official duties, Mr. G. T. Matthews and Mr. E, C. 
Lloyd had found it necessary to resign from 
the Committee. Their resignations were accepted 
with regret. 

It was agreed that Mr, Matthews’ place as 
Chairman of the Committee should be filled by 
Major D. S. Rabagliati. 

he minutes of the previous meeting were read 
and signed as correct, 

A report was received from the deputation 
to the Scottish Board of Health with regard to 
the salaries of whole-time veterinary officers in 
Scotland. This report gave an account of the 
views put forward by the deputation, with which 
the Committee are in full agreement. 

It is recommended that the Association should 
act on the advice of the Board that the matter 
is one which should rather be taken up with 
the County Councils Association of Scotland, but 
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that such action should be deferred pending the 
result of the representations already made to 
the County Councils Association for England 
and Wales. 

The replies of the members whose names the 
Committee have recommended should be erased 
from the Association’s register were laid before 
the Committee, together with a further communi- 
cation from Mr, J. O. Powley. The _ solicitor, 
Mr. Langley, was present and a report from him 
considered. 

It was agreed to recommend that the explana- 
tions offered in four cases be accepted, but that 
in the fifth case the member’s resignation be 
accepted. 

As to the policy to be adopted in future upon 
the receipt of advertisements or information con- 
cerning “ underpaid” appointments, it was de- 
cided to recommend that in such circumstances 
the notice in the Record inviting intending appli- 
cants to communicate with the Association should 
state that the reason for such notification was 
the fact that the salary offered failed to conform 
to the Association’s scale for such an appoint- 
ment; and it was also decided to recommend 
that the following announcement, agreed upon 
at the July, 1934, meeting of Council should be 
published periodically in the Record in heavy 
type: 

“The acceptance by members of appointments 
carrying a rate of remuneration below that re- 





commended by the Association for such an 
appointment will render them subject to the 
reporting of their case to the Council of the 


Association and to the consequences that may 
arise therefrom.” 

It was also decided to recommend that, as 
suggested by Mr. W. Lyle Stewart, the salaries 
of veterinary investigation officers should also 
be considered by the Sub-Committee appointed to 
review salaries. It was further agreed to recom- 
mend that Mr. N. Bisset should be invited to 
join the Sub-Committee and that a letter be 
addressed to him and to the other veterinary 
investigation officers asking for information that 
will assist the Sub-Committee. 

Mr. STEELE Bopcer seconded the 


which was carried without discussion. 


motion, 


Veterinary Officers’ and Public Health Com- 
mittee.—Mr. G. P. Mate (Chairman) read and 
moved the reception and adoption of the follow- 
ing report, Dr. Woo.pripGe seconding the 
motion, which was carried unanimously :— 

° > 9 ‘ j 

The Veterinary Officers’ and Public Health 
Committee met at the offices of the Association 
on Tuesday, April 2nd, Mr. G. P. Male occupying 
the Chair. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read 
and signed as_ correct. 

Further particulars were submitted concern- 
ing the Congress to be held at Harrogate in June 
under the joint auspices of the Royal Institute 
of Public Health and the Institute of Hygiene. 
It was decided to recommend that a delegate 


be sent, that Mr. J. O. Powley be invited to 
attend, and that his out-of-pocket expenses 
should be paid. 

Also arising, the Committee were informed 


that a letter had been addressed to the Lanark- 
shire County Council with regard to the unsatis- 
factory position of practitioners under the Milk 
(Special Designations) Order (Scotland), and that, 
as instructed, a copy of this letter had been 
sent to the County Veterinary Officer. An 
acknowledgment from the County Clerk was re- 
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ceived stating that the matter would have 
attention. 
The Committee heard the reply which had 


been received from the Chairman of the Council 
of the National Association for the Prevention of 
Tuberculosis re certain paragraphs in the mem- 
orandum issued by that body concerning the 
Report of the Committee on Cattle Diseases of 
the Economic Advisory Council, to which the 
N.V.M.A. objected. It was decided to take no 
further action. 

Consideration was deferred of the following 
recommendation arising from a joint meeting 
between the N.V.M.A. Committee on “ White 
Scour and Allied Diseases in Calves,” and the 


representatives of the National Farmers’ Union 
of Scotland: — 
“That steps should be taken by the 


National Farmers’ Union and the Council of 
the N.V.M.A. to prohibit exposure for sale 
in markets of calves in which the navel 
was not completely healed, unless the calves 
were to be sold for slaughter. 

“That existing conditions of transport, 
handling and care of young calves in the 
course of transit to and from markets and 
whilst in markets contributed to the spread 
of infection amongst young calves and that 
consideration should be given to methods 
whereby improvements of existing condi- 
tions could be effected.” 

The question of fees for the clinical exam- 
ination of milch herds for Grade A licence under 
the Accredited Herds Scheme was discussed. 

In view of the fact that this question presents 
so many aspects, and that the method of apply- 
ing the scheme is essentially one for local 
arrangement, it was agreed to recommend that 
sach Division should be asked to call a special 
meeting as soon as possible for the purpose of 
deciding upon the fees for work under this 
Scheme, having regard to the necessity for 
arranging these fees on a county basis. It was 
further agreed that such information as is in 
the possession of the Association concerning fees 
already determined upon should accompany the 
letter to the Divisions, the drafting of which 
should be left in the hands of the Chairman and 
Mr. Steele Bodger. 

Mr. E. C. Lloyd’s resignation from the Com- 
mittee was accepted with much regret. 


Editorial Committee.—The following report 
of this Committee was read by the CHAIRMAN 
(Sir John Moore), Mr. Tupor HuGuHeEs second- 
ing, and the motion being carried without 
discussion :— 

The several important matters of professional 
policy that occupied the attention of the Council 
at its January meeting have been ventilated in 
the editorial and correspondence columns of 
The Veterinary Record during the past quarter, 
and it is satisfactory to have the evidence of 
a large weekly correspondence section that mem- 
bers are making increasing use of the Associa- 
tion’s journal for the promulgation of their views 
on matters of professional policy as well as 
those of clinical interest. 

Much material of value has also been received 
from the Divisions, but it is to be hoped that 
in addition to presenting reports of clinical cases 
at Society meetings, members will not overlook 
the fact that the Editorial Committee will wel- 
come a far larger number of direct contributions 
from practitioners than is at present received. 

The Committee has laid down, for the guidance 
of reviewers, a schedule of the amount of space 
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normally to be allotted to notices of Colonial, 
Municipal and other reports regularly received 
for review. 

At the meeting devoted to the consideration 
of policy, it was decided to renew the represen- 
tations to the Colonial Office urging that the 
period between the publication of advertisements 
relating to appointments and the date for the 
receipt of applications should be extended sufli- 
ciently to permit of applications being received 
from overseas members, 

It was also decided, with some regret, that 
no change could be made in the present policy 
of inserting advertisement pages in the body of 
the Record, to which exception had been taken 
by certain members, it being felt that the Associa- 
tion was not in a position to adopt this sugges- 
tion inasmuch as a large number of advertisers 
stipulate that their announcements should appear 
opposite reading matter. 


Reports of Other Committees 


Provisional Committee.—The Secretary read 
the following progress report of the Provisional 
Committee for the Belfast Congress of the 
Association :— 


Since furnishing the last progress report the 
various immpiels portions of the provisional 
programme have been filled and some altera- 
tions in that programme made. 

Essayists and openers for all papers have been 
obtained as intimated in the published pro- 
gramme. 

Under the heading of “ Operations,” on 
Tuesday, July 30th, in the afternoon Professors 
Wright and Browne are to demonstrate anesthe- 
sia combined with certain operations, the former 
in the small animals and the latter in the bovine. 

Professor Mitchell, of Edinburgh, has con- 
sented to demonstrate an operation on the horse. 

An additional item on the programme has been 
arranged, by the obtaining of accommodation in 
Queen’s University to demonstrate the technique 
of certain laboratory tests; these demonstrations 
are being arranged by the Animals Diseases Re- 
search Division, Stormont, 

EXHIBITION. —The work with r ‘gard to the ex- 
hibition is well in hand and an average number 
of exhibitors is anticipated. 

With regard to the social side of the pro- 
visional programme, the Committee have decided 
to have two half-day tours; one on Monday 
afternoon, July 29th, which will include Stor- 
mont, Mountstewart and the Ards peninsula, 
and one on Tuesday, July 30th, through the 
Mourne Mountains. 

The following letter has been received from 
the Secretary to the Minister of Agriculture, 
Government of Northern Ireland:— 

“T am directed by the Minister of Agri- 
culture to say that he is very pleased to 
note that your Association will hold _ its 
annual Congress this year in Belfast at the 
end of July and the beginning of August 
next. 

“The Minister, on behalf of the Government 
of Northern Ireland, proposes to entertain 
the Members of the Congress to a Banquet 
on the evening of Wednesday, July 31st. The 
Minister will, accordingly, be very glad if 
in making your arrangements for the Con- 
gress you will be so good as to keep this 
function in mind. 

“T am, Sir, 
“Your obedient Servant, 
(Signed) G. S. Rosperrson.” 
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It is proposed therefore, in view of this honour, 
to delete the Annual Banquet from the pro- 
gramme. 

Arrangements as regards travelling and local 
information are proceeding in a_ satisfactory 
manner and full details will be published in 
ample time to permit members to make arrange- 
ments, 

In general the organisation work is proceeding 
smoothly and is as far forward as is consistent 
with the making of fixed arrangements for a 
date four months ahead. 

J. I. MAGOWAN, 

Hon. Local Secretary. 


The Presipenr observed that he thought the 
most interesting point about that report, and 
one which was extremely gratifying, was the 
action taken by the Government of Northern 
[Ireland in proposing to entertain the members 
to a Banquet. (Loud applause.) He presumed 
that that would entail the cancellation of the 
Association’s Annual Banquet. That was a 
progress report, added the President, and was 
not for adoption. 


Special Committee on the Veterinary Advisory 
Scheme.—In the absence of the Chairman of 
this Committee (Captain J, R. Barker) this 
report was read, at his request, by Mr. STEELE 
BopcerR, who moved its reception and adop- 


tion :— 

This Committee held a great many meetings 
and after considering at some length much evi- 
dence relating to the working of the Veterinary 
Advisory Scheme, it was unanimously concluded 
that, as constituted, the Scheme was not func- 
tioning in the best interests of the community 
as a whole nor of the stockowner in particular. 

A statement was therefore drawn up pointing 
to the defects of the scheme, the causes of 
friction and grievance and_ setting forth the 
manner in which it was thought by the Com- 
inittee these objections might be overcome, while 
at the same time improving the efficiency of 
the veterinary advice available to the stock- 
owner, 

The Ministry of Agriculture were then ap- 
proached, and meetings with their representatives 
followed on June 28th and July 3rd, 1934, when 
the Ministry undertook to give the Association’s 
proposals their sympathetic “consideration in con- 
sultation with the Veterinary Advisory Officers. 

While they were unable to concede all that 
the Committee asked for, the Ministry have agreed 
to a number of the changes suggested, and in 
doing so it is felt that they have met the Asso- 
Ci ation very substantially. 

The Committee considers that the instructions 
as now revised—a copy has been circulated to 
Members of Council with the covering letter 
which the Ministry propose to send to the Ad- 
visory Centres—should go a long way towards 
removing the previous objections. to the scheme 
and should open up a new era in the relation- 
ship between the practitioner and the veterinary 
investigation officer, by which title the advisers 
will be described in future. 

It is hoped, therefore, that this agreement with 
the Ministry will be ratified by the Council. 

The Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons have 
been asked by the Ministry to recognise the 
agreement. 

Arising out of the meetings with the Ministry, 
representatives of the Association have discussed 
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with Professor White of the University College 
of North Wales, the possibility of the Association 
nominating one or more representatives of the 
North Wales Division on the Veterinary Sub- 
Committee. of the Agricultural Committee of the 
University. It is understood that this suggestion 
is being considered by the University Authorities. 
The Committee has also considered, at the 
request of the President, a communication from 
the Agricultural Research Council outlining the 
programme of its Committee on Braxy-like Dis- 
‘ases of Sheep, asking for the assistance of 
members of the Association in the collection of 
information and material, and inviting any com- 
ments or suggestions which the Association may 
wish to make on the working of the scheme. 


The Agricultural Research Council has_ been 
assured that the Association will do all in its 


power to facilitate this work; that it feels sure 
that members will render the assistance asked 
for, but requesting that arrangements should be 
made for the results of material examined and 
any further advice to be communicated to the 
farmer by his veterinary surgeon and not by 
the laboratory concerned, and also that when 
effective measures of prevention are discovered 
the application of these measures will be 
restricted to the veterinary profession. 

It is understood that these proposals are being 
brought to the notice of the members of the 
Braxy-like Diseases Committee and others con- 
cerned in the scheme, and the Association has 


asked to be informed, as soon as_ possible, 
whether they have been accepted. 
Meanwhile, the attention of members and 


Divisions is being called to the scheme and it 
is hoped that they will afford it every assistance. 
Mr. STEELE BopGer informed the Council that 
ho reply had as yet been received from the 
University College of North Wales concerning 
the suggestion that one or more representatives 
from the North Wales Division should be nom- 
inated on the Veterinary Sub-Committee of the 
Agricultural Committee of the University. 
The motion was seconded by Mr. NAIRN. 


Dr. SHARE-JONES asked to be allowed to point 
out that the adoption of that report. or its 
rejection, as it stood, was going to place some 
of them in a very delicate position when the 
matter of the working of the Veterinary <Ad- 
visory Scheme came up before the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons, and he suggested with 
great respect that they might accept or other- 
wise the report, excepting in so far as it 
referred to a question of professional etiquette. 
As the President and every member of the 
registration body knew, that was a matter that 
could only be decided by the statutory body. 

The PRESIDENT replied that that report did 
not apply to anything that had happened up 
to the present, and there was nothing in the 
report that interfered with action so far as 
professional etiquette or misconduct was con- 
cerned, so that he did not think that they 
were stultifying themselves at all in accepting 
that report. 

Professor SHARE-JONES asked if the covering 
letter to which reference was made in the report 
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Was the same as was issued to the Royal 
College. 
The PreEsipeENt: “It is a_ different thing 


altogether.” 

Dr. SHARE-JONES added that the Council were 
asked to approve of the report which, he took 
it, implied the approval of a document embody- 
ing the results of an interview with the Min- 
istry. Might he ask there and then, was the 
Council to approve the covering letter which 
was being sent by the Ministry to the various 
centres relative to the duties of the Veterinary 
Investigation Officers and their relationship to 
the general practitioner? 

The PRESIDENT replied that the Council were 
asked to approve of the results of the negotia- 
tions of a Special Committee which had changed 
the former instructions to the Advisory Officers. 

Professor SHARE-JONES: “ We are not com- 
mitted to anything that might happen when this 
document comes before the Royal College?” 

The PRESIDENT: “ Not at all.” 


Special Committee on Report of the Economic 
Advisory Council’s Committee on Cattle Dis- 
eases.—This report was read as follows by 
Mr, NAIRN :— 

The Association’s scheme has been circulated 
to all County Councils in England and Wales 
and other public bodies, Ministries, ete., and a 
number have asked for additional copies. 

The scheme has been discussed with, and ex- 
plained to representatives of the Ministry of 
Agriculture and the Ministry of Health. Follow- 
ing these discussions a promise was made that 
the Association’s proposals would be taken into 
account when measures for putting the recom- 
mendations of the Hopkins Committee into effect 
were being considered by the Departments. 

A further meeting has also taken place with 
officials of the Milk Marketing Board. Although 
the representatives interviewed expressed them- 
selves in favour of the scheme as individuals, 
it was understood that the arrangements for 
carrying out the veterinary work in connection 
with the Aceredited Herds Scheme were outside 
the scope of the Board and would be made by 
the County Councils. 

The reply from the County Councils Associa- 
tion, however, is to the effect that the Agricultural 
Advisory Sub-Committee of that body has decided 
that it would be premature to consider the 
N.V.M.A. scheme until information regarding the 
extent to which the Government intend the adopt 
the recommendations of the Cattle Diseases Com- 
mittee is available. 

The PRESIDENT stated that that was an 
interim report and was only intended for the 
information of the Council, 


Special Committee on the Tubereulin Tests.— 
Professor WooLprRIpGE (Chairman) read a 
report of this Committee. (Publication to be 
withheld for the time being.) 

Advisory Committee on Parasitie Diseases.— 
This report was read as follows by ‘the 
SECRETARY !-— 
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A meeting of the Advisory Committee on Para- 
sitic Diseases was held at 2, Verulam Buildings 
on January 30th. 

Major G. W. Dunkin occupied the Chair, and 
there were also present Captain A. W. Noel 
Pillers, Mr. E. L. Taylor and Colonel W, A. 
Wood. 

By arrangement with the Editorial Committee, 
a full abstract has been published in The Veter- 
inary Record, of Dr. Stewart McDougall’s report 
on the warble-fly campaign in Scotland, together 
with a leading article on the warble-fly question. 
Copies of the issue in eB these and other 
contributions on the subject appeared were sent 
to interested bodies. 

The replies to the questionnaire recently 
issued by the Committee have again been con- 
sidered. It was agreed that the diseases in order 
of importance, as shown by these replies, were 
Fascioliasis, Ec hinococcosis, and Ascariasis of 
swine, and that these were the diseases with 
which the Committee should concern itself in 
the first place. 

An annotation on these replies has been pub- 
lished in The Veterinary Record. 

The Committee is testing a suggested method 
of counting worm eggs with a view to its being 
utilised as a standardised method by gener ral 
practitioners. If it is found to be satisfactory, 
a photograph of the apparatus will be published 
in The Veterinary Record together with a descrip- 
tion of the technique and other details. 

Arrangements are being made for the publica- 
tion of an Annual Report in which it is hoped 
to include a brief survey of the literature on 
important discoveries, new lines of treatment, 
and methods of control. 


The PRESIDENT stated that that again was a 
report for the information of the Council. — It 


looked as if that Committee was progressing 


and was doing very excellent work. (Hear, 
hear.) 


Committee on Fur-Bearing Animals, ete.— 
Major Kirk (Chairman) read the following 
report :-— 


This Committee, appointed on the st ss ‘stion 
of Dr. Hare to explore means of bringing about 
the collaboration of the veterinary profession and 
members of the rabbit, fur-bearing animals, 
pigeons and aviary birds industries, met at the 
offices of the Association on February 12th, 1935. 

There were present Mr. K. D. Downham, Major 
T. Dalling and Major Hamilton Kirk, while Dr. 
Hare attended by invitation. 

It was decided that Major Kirk be the Chairman 
of the Committee. 

Asked by the Chairman how he considered 
that such collaboration might be. best effected, 
Dr. Hare made the following suggestions:— 

(i) That evidence should be prepared to justify 
the Committee drawing the attention of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons to the problem, 
in the hope that the Royal College may be 
induced to add instruction in these animals and 
birds to the course for the membership diploma. 

(ii) Through the dissemination of knowledge 
by publication in The Velerinary Record of 
articles on the diseases of these animals and 
birds and of abstracts from the journals relating 
to these industries (with which journals the 
Record might be exchanged), and thus encourag- 
ing the exchange of ideas and scientific research. 

(iii) By making known to members of the pro- 
fession the dates when the big Shows will be 
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held, to enable them to become acquainted with 
the various breeds and with persons connected 
with the industries. 

(iv) By inviting the leaders of these industries 
to attend the Annual Meetings and social func- 
tions arranged by the Association and its Divi- 
sions, and to give short papers on their particular 
industry at the Annual Congress and at divisional 
meetings. 

These suggestions were discussed and it was 
agreed that it would be in the interests of the 
profession to help in the development of these 
rapidly growing industries. 

Dr. Tom Hare, Mr. Henry Gray, Professor 
W. C. Miller and Miss A. M. Catchpole have been 
co-opted, and the Members of the Committee have 
been asked to prepare a statement on the present 
state of the industry with which they are best 
acquainted. When this information and any sug- 
gestions they may have to offer have been re- 
ceived the Committee will go more deeply into 
the matter and draw up proposals for the con- 
sideration of the Council. 


** DALRYMPLE-CHAMPNEYS ” PRIZE 


The PRESIDENT reported that so far only one 
nomination had been received, but it was laid 
down that nominations should be handed to the 
President at that meeting. Since they had one 
nomination it was necessary that the Council 
should elect a Committee to examine and report 
for the 1985 award, 

The following Committee was elected to 
examine and report upon nominations: Dr. 
W. H. Andrews, Professor Macqueen, and Major 
Rabagliati, with the President (ex officio), 


Resolutions from Divisions 


From the Eastern Counties Division:— 

“That the N.V.M.A, be requested to seek 
from all Insurance Companies doing live- 
stock business an assurance that no certi- 
ficate in relation to the examination or 
treatment of livestock insured by them will 
be accepted from other than a qualified 
veterinary surgeon.” 

A MEMBER asked if there was any evidence 
that that was not what Was now taking place. 
So far as his know ledge of insurance went 
Insurance Companies would have nothing to 
do with an animal in respect of which a certi- 
ficate in relation to the examination or treat- 
ment of livestock had been issued by other than 
a veterinary surgeon, 

Mr. STaNDLEY replied that in the Eastern 
Counties Division they had concrete evidence 
that post-mortem examinations on animals had 
been made by unqualified men on behalf of 
Insurance Companies. The Eastern Counties 
Division did urge that the N.V.M.A. should take 
some action, if possible, to stop insurance com- 
panies accepting these certificates in the future. 
Moreover, certain insurance companies did 
accept animals for insurance simply on = the 
declaration of the owner, without any veterinary 
inspection at all. 
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Mr. NAIRN moved that the resolution be re- 
initted to the Organising Committee for con- 
sideration and report. 

The motion having been seconded, Mr. 
STANDLEY observed that when the resolution did 
come before the Committee he hoped they would 
be able to obtain concrete evidence, 

The PRESIDENT accepted with thanks the offer 
of Mr, Standley to provide the necessary evi- 
dence, and added. that the Committee would 
urrange with him accordingly. 

From the Dumfries and Galloway Division:— 

“ That this Division asks the Council of 
the N.V.M.A. to try and secure arrange- 
ments so that all veterinary surgeons 
attending officially at horse race meetings, 
except point-to-points, and dog shows should 
be paid adequately for their services.” 

Captain Simpson, invited by the PRESIDENT 
to speak to the resolution, said that he had 
really nothing to add. It was a matter which 
he thought required very careful consideration, 
and in his view it might be best to refer it 
to the Organising Committee—to ask them to 
make some enquiries and to get information 
from anybody who could help them in the 
matter and to report to a future meeting of 
Council, 

Captain Dawes expressed the opinion that 
this was not a matter with which the Council 
should concern itself; in his view it Was one 
for arrangement between the veterinary surgeon 
and the officials concerned, 

In reply to the PresipENT, Captain Dawes 
said that he had no objection to the reference 


to the Committee except that he thought. it 
Wis unnecessary, 

The proposal was carried without further 
discussion, 


PLACKH NENT MEETING 
It was agreed that the next meeting of Council 
be held on July 2nd, 1935, and at the Royal 


OF 


(Dick) Veterinary College, if that could be 
arranged. It was further decided that the Com- 


mittee meetings be held on the preceding day. 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
Under this heading, Mr. STEELE BopGer said 


that he would like to raise the question of 
premises to house the headquarters of the 
N.V.M.A. He thought that it was time that 


the headquarters were moved out of the dim 
and dark place which now housed them. Why 
should an Association of the dignity and im- 
portance of the N.V.M.A, be housed in three 
rooms on the second floor of a building? 
Having perused the deliberations of the Coun- 
cil of the R.C.V.S. he thought that perhaps the 


time was not inopportune when a suggestion 
might go forward that the N.V.M.A. might 


have better buildings, perhaps in association 
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with the R.C.V.S.: together the cost could be 
divided, and he understood that the cost which 
Was proposed before the Royal College was 
considered to be in excess of what that body 
could contemplate incurring at this stage. 
Therefore he suggested for the consideration of 
that Council whether the time was not oppor- 
tune that in conjunction with the Royal College 
they should have oftices in a main building on 
some imposing thoroughfare for the transaction 
of their business, 

Dr, WooLpriIpGE said that he would like to 
support that. 

Mr. McInrosu observed that he agreed with 
the first speaker that the time had probably 
come when the “ National ” should at any rate 
Inake some effort to improve on its present 
accommodation, but as to whether the Royal 
College were prepared to associate themselves 
with the *“ National” in a building, of course 


he was not prepared to commit himself. He 
thought that perhaps that matter might be 


referred to some Committee for more considera- 
tion, at any rate. 

The PReEsIDENT: “ Would you propose, Mr. 
Steele Bodger, that this matter of the premises 
of the ‘ National’ be referred to the General 
Purposes Committee for further consideration 
und report? ” 

Mr. STEELE 
that.” 

Dr. WooLpRIDGE seconded the motion, which 
Was carried unanimously. 

The meeting of Council concluded with the 
passing of a vote of thanks to the PRESIDENT 
for his conduct of the proceedings. 


BopvcErR: “ Yes, sir, I do move 





BREEDING CATTLE FROM CANADA 

Replying to the complaint of several pedigree 
cattle societies in this country that breeding 
cattle are being imported from Canada without 
any guarantee of freedom from tuberculosis, 
mammitis, and other diseases, a Canadian cor- 
respondent to The Times points out that there 
are official regulations governing the export of 
Candian cattle. All animals intended for export 
must first be certified by a veterinary inspector 
to be free from infectious and contagious disease, 
and the export of breeding cattle from the 
Dominion is prohibited unless they have passed 
a satisfactory test for tuberculosis within 60 
days before embarkation. 

Disparaging statements have also been made 
as to the quality of breeding cattle reaching 
Great Britain from Canada. It is to be noted 
that these cattle do not represent the best which 
the Dominion can send. With few exceptions, 
these cattle have gone at a price commensurate 
with their value and with a definite market in 
view in Great Britain. It has been the view 
that no profitable market exists for high-class 
dairy cattle which would meet with the approval 
of breed societies in Great Britain. It is stated 
that on any indication that a market exists for 
such dairy cattle in Great Britain, Canadian 
breeders will be in a position to supply them, 
but the price demanded will be greatly in excess 
of that hitherto asked from buyers. 
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N.V.M.A. Divisional Report 


LANCASHIRE VETERINARY 
ASSOCIATION* 


ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AT 
MANCHESTER 


Mr. R. C. LOCKE’S PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 


The Annual General Meeting of the Lancashire 
Veterinary Association was held at the Grand 
Hotel, Aytoun Street, Manchester, on Wednes- 
day, February 13th, 1935, at 2.30 p.m. Mr. 
J. Holroyd, F.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M. (VICT.), occupied 
the chair and there were also present :—Messrs. 
A. W. Noel Pillers, A. L. Mullen, C. F. Shaw- 
cross, J. H. Wright, E. H. Curbishley, T. Wilson, 
G. C. Webster, G. H. Locke, Warwick Fowle, 
G. Mayall, H. G. Hewetson, R. C. Locke, 
W. Woods, H. R. Hewetson, R. 8S. White, 
H. D. Heggarty, A. B. Mattinson, C. T. Trevers, 
J. B. Garside and A. J. Wright; Student 
Members :—Messrs. H. Holroyd, P. A. O'Neill, 
Misses M. Kerr Wilson, R. Datnow and R. R. 
Wallis; Visitors :—Messrs. P. Mitchell and 
F. W. Priestley. Apologies for non-attendance 
were received from Messrs. E. J. Burndred, 
J. Spruell, J. W. Brittlebank, R. Hughes, 
P. T. Lindsay, G. O. Davies, M. H. Miller, 
H. T. Matthews and J. H. White. 

The minutes of the last Annual General 
Meeting, having been published in The Veterinary 
Record, were taken as read. 

Correspondence.—(1) Resignations were re- 
ceived from Messrs. Wm. Tweed, Sheffield ; 
E. F. Hardwick, late of Lancashire County 
Council ; and C. Tracy, Ministry of Agriculture 
and Fisheries. In view of the reasons stated in 
their letters, Mr. G. H. LockE proposed and 
Mr. ©. F. SHAwcRoss seconded that these 
resignations be accepted with regret. 

(2) From the Royal Sanitary Institute inviting 
the Division to appoint a delegate to the Annual 
Congress at Bournemouth in July, 1935. It was 
agreed that, as in previous years, a member 
attending in an official capacity or the President 
or his nominee be asked to represent the Division. 

(3) Correspondence from the N.V.M.A. in 
connection with the organisation of free treat- 
ment schemes for sick animals of the poor, and 
a letter enclosing literature in connection with 
the Tuberculosis (Attested Herds) Scheme was 
read, no action being taken. 

A letter from the National Veterinary Medical 
Association asking for a consideration of the 
proposal that a composite subscription should 
be instituted to cover membership of the 
National Veterinary Medical Association and its 
Divisions was referred to Council, on the 
proposal of Mr. R. C. Locke, seconded by Major 
J. H. Wricur. 





* Received for publication, March 27th, 1935. 
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(4) A letter was received from Mr. T. A. 
Dobie asking for permission not to allow his 
name to go forward as Hon. Auditor for 1935. 

Obituary.—Mr. A. W. NOEL PILLERS brought 
to the notice of the meeting the recent deaths 
of Mr. Sydney and Mrs. Harry Sumner of 
Liverpool. The Hon. Secretary was instructed 
to send a letter of condolence to Mr. H. Sumner, 
Junr. The President called upon the members 
present to show their sympathy and respect in 
the usual manner. 


Hon. SECRETARY'S ANNUAL REPORT 
The Hon. Secretary presented his report for 
the year in the following terms :— 


I have the honour to present the following 
report, covering the period of the Annual General 
Meeting, 1934, to that of 1935. 

There have been four General Meetings, in- 
cluding the Summer Meeting. The following 
papers, demonstrations and subjects were pre- 
sented at these meetings:— 

1. Chester, April, 1934.—‘*Common Ailments 
of the Foal from Birth to Weaning,” by H. Tudor 
Hughes, F.R.C.V.S., B.Sc. (LOND.) of Oswestry. 

2. Summer Meeting at Southport, June, 1934.— 
Demonstration of operations by members. 

3. Manchester, September, 1934.—‘ Injuries to 
the Dog’s Eye,’ by Professor J. G. Wright, 
F.R.C.V.S., Of the. Royal Veterinary College, 
London, 

4. Liverpool, December, 1934.—‘ Some Notes 
on Swine Practice,” by D. J. Anthony, M.R.C.Vv.s., 
b.v.S.M., Brierley Hill. 

The average attendance at the General Meetings 
of the Association was 22. This can only be 
regarded as a fair average, in view of the fact 
that the subjects were designed solely to meet 
the requirements of practitioners who form ap- 
proximately 75 per cent. of the total member- 
ship. The Summer Meeting at Southport was 
well attended, the large number of guests and 
lady visitors contributing to its social success. 
One records with regret the difficulty experienced 
in obtaining co-operation from members in the 
programme of demonstrations. Over 20 members 
were approached, two of whom agreed to demon- 
strate. I would like to record my appreciation 
of the services rendered by Messrs. H. G. and 
H. R. Hewetson on this occasion and for their 
generous hospitality to everybody concerned. 

Proceedings of Council..Four ordinary meet- 
ings were held during the period under review, 
all in Manchester. The average attendance at 
Council meetings was eleven; this average has 
been maintained for two years and must be re- 
garded as very satisfactory. A Sub-Committee 
was appointed to consider a scheme, to initiate 
assistance in clinical work and the purchase of 
instruments for the benefit of members. A report 
in this connection was submitted to Council in 
March, 1934. 

The revised constitution and rules of the Asso- 
ciation under the title of the Lancashire Veter- 
inary Association were formally adopted at the 
Summer Meeting held at Southport in June, 1934. 
Authority to publish was given in September and 
the completed copies will be in the hands of 
members at an early date. 

Deaths.—Messrs. J. Abson of Sheffield, F. S. 
Warburton of Hale Bank, and Professor S. H. 
Gaiger of Liverpool. Letters of condolence to 
relatives, floral tributes and representatives were 
sent from the Association in each case, 
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Resignations.—Messrs. J. K. Shaw, Wallasey; 
C. A. McGaughey, Manchester; W. Tweed, 
Sheffield, and E. C, Hardwick, Lancashire County 
Council. 

Election of Hon. Associates.—Messrs. W. 
Woods, Wigan, and J. Abson, Sheffield, were 
clected Hon. Associates at the Summer Meeting 
in June. 

Election of New Members.—Messrs. J. K. 
Calderwood, Clitheroe; T. Lees May, Winsford; 
J. H. Wood, Wallasey, and E. F. Hardwick, 
Lancashire County Council. 

The year 1934 witnessed a_ revolutionary 
change in the annals of the “ Lancashire” in 
provision being made for the election of student 
members of the Association. Mr. H. Holroyd, 
son of our President, had the honour of being 
elected the first student member of the Lancashire 
Veterinary Association. Messrs. P. Richman, 
Stockport; P. A. F. O’Neill, Birkenhead, and the 
Misses M. K. Wilson, R. Ransome Wallis, and 
R. Datnow, students of the Liverpool School, 
were elected at meetings during the year. 

Remarks.—At a Council Meeting held in 
November, a proposal was put forward that a 
questionnaire might be issued to members of the 
Association asking them te communicate their 
views as to the dates and places of the Associa- 
tion meetings. Suggestions have been put for- 
ward that meetings might be held at different 
places and times from those which are now re- 
garded as usual. The Hon. Secretary would be 
pleased to receive the views of members on 
this point, the consideration of which would be 
undertaken by the newly-elected Council. 





Hon. Treasurer's Report and Financial State- 
ment.—Mr. A. W. NOEL PILLERS presented his 
annual statement regarding the financial position 
of the Lancashire Veterinary Association and 
stated his inability to present the list of officers 
with the balance sheet owing to the fact that 
election would not take place until the present 
meeting. Mr. R. C. LOCKE, moving the adoption 
of the report and statement of accounts, said 
the Association was very grateful to Mr. Pillers 
for the way in which he had earried out his 
duties. Mr. G. MAYALL seconded and the 
proposition was carried with acclamation. 





Election of Officers 


President.—The retiring President, Mr. J. 
HOLROYD, stated that he had the privilege of 
proposing his successor, Mr. R. ©. Locke, as 
President of the Lancashire Veterinary Associa- 
tion for the coming year. (Applause.) In 
complimentary terms, Mr. Holroyd referred to 
the long association of Mr. Locke’s family with 
the affairs of the Lancashire Division. Major 
A. B. MATTINSON, in seconded this proposal, 
stated that the affairs of the Division would be 
in safe keeping in the hands of any member of 
the Locke family. The proposal was unani- 
mously approved and carried with acclamation. 

Vice-Presidents.—Mr. H. Holroyd, F.R.C.v.S., 
D.V.S.M. (VICT.) (as retiring President) and Mr. 
C. F. Shawcross, M.R.c.v.s., of Altrincham, were 
unanimously elected as Vice-Presidents, on the 
proposal of the PRESIDENT, Mr. R. C. Locke, 
seconded by Mr. G, H. LOcKE, 
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Hon. Secretary.a—Major J. H. WRIGHT pro- 
posed and Mr. R. C. LocKE seconded that Mr. 
A. L. Mullen be reappointed Hon. Secretary. 
This proposal was unanimously carried. 

Hon. Treasurer.—Mr. A. W. Noel Pillers was 
again elected Hon. Treasurer on the proposal of 
Major J. H. WRiIGuHT, seconded by Mr. C. F. 
SHAWCROSS. 

Hon. Auditors.—Messrs. J. H. White and 
A. Dobie, Junr., were proposed by Mr. E. H. 
CURBISHLEY, seconded by Major A. B. MATTIN- 
son aS Hon. Auditors for the ensuing year, this 
being carried unanimously. 

Representatives on the Council of the National 
Veterinary Medical Association. —On the pro- 
posal of Mr. C. F. SHAWcROSS, seconded by 
Major J. H. Wricut, Messrs. G. H. Locke, 
J. Holroyd, W. Woods, T. Wilson and A. L. 
Mullen were appointed representatives on the 
Council of the National Veterinary Medical 
Association. 

Election of Council.—Messrs. G. Mayall and 
Warwick Fowle were appointed scrutineers 
of the ballot for Council. Messrs. A. J. Wright, 
R. H. Oddy, A. B. Mattinson, A. B. Kerr, 
F. Hopkin, T. Wilson, H. T. Matthews, G. C. 
Webster, J. Spruell, E. H. Curbishley, H. Sum- 
ner, Junr., G. O. Davies, H. R. Hewetson, 
G. H. Locke and W. Woods, were duly elected 
to Council. 

Induction of President.—Mr. J. Ho.Lroypn, 
the retiring President, stated he had the utmost 
pleasure in welcoming Mr. R. C. Locke to the 
Presidential Chair of the Association. Mr. 
Locke then took the chair. Mr. W. Woops said 
that he was present when Mr. Locke’s grand- 
father occupied the chair, approximately 50 
years ago, and that he was assured Mr. Locke 
would be a worthy follower of the family 
tradition. Mr. E. H. CURBISHLEY, in compli- 
mentary terms, supported Mr. Woods’ observa- 
tions. A letter was received from Lt.-Col. J. W. 
Brittlebank in which he stated that the Lan- 
cashire Veterinary Association did honour to 
itself in electing Mr. R. C. Locke as their Chief 
Officer. It was, he suggested, a unique occur- 
rence for the third generation of one family to 
occupy the Presidential Chair of one Division of 
the National Veterinary Medical Association. 
Mr. LOCKE replied briefly and proposed a vote 
of thanks to Mr. Holroyd for his conduct in the 
chair, this proposal being carried with applause. 


President’s Address 

Mr. R. C. Locke, the newly-elected President, 
then gave the following Address from the 
Chair :— 

Your retiring President, Mr. Holroyd, in his 
inaugural speech at the last Annual General 
Meeting, remarked that the preparation of the 
President’s Address was one of the most difficult 
duties attached to the occupation of the Chair. 
I was inclined to think that that remark was 
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said in a jocular manner until I found myself, as 
his successor in office, attempting to write an 
Address which would be in keeping with the 
tradition of this old-established Division of the 
‘“ National.”” I then realised that his words 
were said in deadly seriousness. Mr. Holroyd 
managed to produce such an admirable and 
comprehensive Address on that occasion, cover- 
ing the whole field of veterinary activities, that 
he made the task much more difficult for me 
to-day, if I am to avoid mere repetition. 

My first remarks, however, must be devoted 
to expressing my thanks to the members of this 
Association for the very great honour they have 
paid me in electing me as their President for 
1935. I am very sensible of the high standard 
set by my predecessors in this Chair and have 
some grave doubts about my ability to live up 
to that standard, but that is not to say that I 
accept the position with any real misgiving, 
because I could not have a better pattern to 
work to than Mr. Holroyd, who has proved 
again by his conduct in the Chair during the last 
twelve months that he is wholeheartedly 
interested in the well-being of the ‘‘ Lancashire ”’ 
and of the Veterinary Profession generally. 

Having looked through the list of past office- 
bearers of the Association which has recently 
been compiled by our energetic Hon. Secretary 
and Hon. Treasurer, I find that I can at least 
claim to be the youngest President that the 
‘“Laneashire’’ has had. This, you will no 
doubt understand, is quite a source of personal 
satisfaction to me. The list also shows that I 
can claim to complete the first family “‘ hat- 
trick ’’ in the history of the Association, as my 
father was President 20 years ago and my 
grandfather occupied the Chair 50 years ago. 

Great changes have taken place in the 
Veterinary Profession during those 50 years, not 
the least important of whic “h have been on the 
educational side. I think I am correct in saying 
that the course of study in my grandfather's 
student days was of two years’ duration—in my 
father’s, three ye ears—in my Own Case four years, 
whilst at the present time we have the five 
years’ course. That is certainly an indication 
of progress in the right direction, in keeping 


with the advance that the Profession has made. 


towards occupying its rightful place in the 
affairs of the Empire. 

The status of the Profession is higher to-day 
than ever before and the prospects offered to 
students entering our teaching colleges compare 
very favourably ‘with those offered by any other 
profession. In taking a proper pride in this 


admirable situation, we of the present generation 
must not forget how much of it is due to the 
efforts of our predecessors, and we must do our 
share towards bringing about still further 
improvements in the future—for there is a great 
deal of work to be done before the Profession 
‘an claim to be receiving the full recognition 
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which it merits. In the field of meat inspection 
and that of animal housing, to mention only 
two, there is a great deal of work being done 
to-day by lay inspectors which should be done 
either by, or under the direct supervision of, 
trained veterinary surgeons. 

On that side of the Profession concerned with 
public health the change has not been so rapid ; 
in fact, even now we are only at the stage when 
great changes are about to be made in order to 
commence on a general scale work which should 
have been started half a century ago. This 
brings forward the controversial subject of 
whole-time and part-time services. I am going 
to follow Mr. Holroyd’s example here by 
avoiding any remarks on the merits or demerits 
of either of these, but I think there can no 
longer be any doubt that some whole-time 
veterinary service is bound to come and is a 
long over-due necessity. No doubt you have 
all read the recently-published report of the 
Special Committee appointed by the Council of 
the National Veterinary Medical Association 
after their consideration of the Report of the 
Cattle Diseases Committee of the Economic 
Advisory Council. It is too early as yet to say 
how the recommendations contained in the 
Report will be received in the different quarters 
interested, but no doubt they will form a basis 
upon which a co-ordinated Veterinary Service 
will eventually be established. The only 
observation I would make at the moment is a 
purely personal one—I do not favour the estab- 
lishment of a State Veterinary Service. In my 
opinion, better results would be obtained by the 
appointment of local veterinary staffs by every 
County and County Borough Council. 

Quite recently I was looking through an old 
minute book of this Assoc iation which had been 
mislaid for many years and which was unearthed 
through the researches of the Hon. Secretary 
and Hon. Treasurer when compiling the list of 
office-bearers to which I have previously referred. 
I came across many interesting items of the 
Association’s early history, but one had a par- 
ticular bearing on the problem which is occupy- 
ing the Profession’s attention to-day. This was 
at a meeting held in 1892 at which the late 
Professor Walley read a paper on tuberculosis. 
During the discussion which followed, one 
eminent practitioner made the statement that 
he thought it a great shame that local authorities 
had not got whole-time veterinary surgeons for 
the purposes of inspection of dairi ies, cowsheds, 
meat, milk, ete., and he further mentioned that 
representations had been made to the Medical 
Officer of Health for Manchester asking for 
consideration of such an appointment. That 
would appear to indicate that the principle of 
whole-time staffs for public health work was 
acceptable to the general practitioner forty 
years ago. Much of the latter’s present-day 
opposition towards this question can be traced 
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to changed circumstances—mainly financial. 

Since that long-past meeting horse traffic has 
dwindled with the coming of mechanical trans- 
port and we have eyperienced an upheaval, 
lasting from 1914 to 1918, which has been 
followed by general trade depression in which 
agriculture has been one of the worst sufferers. 
Neither of these factors can really be said to 
affect the principle of a veterinary public health 
service. Agricultural depression must always 
have an adverse effect on the practitioner, but 
signs are not wanting that better times are here 
for agriculture. The schemes now operating 
under the Bacon and Milk Marketing Boards, 
even if they are not by any means perfect, have 
done much good for a great number of farmers. 
Schemes such as the supplying of milk to school- 
children will benefit agriculture and consequently 
the veterinary practitioner. When the scheme 
for accredited herds becomes operable (as it 
probably will do in the near future) it should 
have a similar beneficial result, whilst the 
educational effect of regular inspections by 
veterinary surgeons could quite easily do a great 
deal towards combating the use of proprietary 
and quack medicines, the sale of which is so 
wide-spread at the present time. Twelve 
months ago Mr. Holroyd made a remark with 
which I am in complete agreement, namely— 
that the Veterinary Officer engaged in public 
health work should keep strictly to his own job 
and not encroach on the legitimate work of the 
practitioner. If this was done conscientiously 
the former could well become a very useful ally 
of the practitioner and both would benefit by 
working in harmony. 

[I am optimistic enough to feel that in cattle 
practice and in public health work the outlook 
for the Profession is distinctly bright. I read 
recently that the number of foals born last year 
showed an increase on previous years, and this 
has been interpreted as foreshadowing a slight 
‘“come-back ’’ for the horse for commercial 
transport. The many restrictions that are being 
placed on motor vehicles by the Minister of 
Transport also might conceivably assist in this 
revival. The lack of good stable accommoda- 
tion in the towns would be rather a bar to the 
return of the small horse owner. Many stables 
have been demolished or converted in the last 
ten years or so, and with the rapid growth of 
housing estates, convenient and suitable sites 
for stables which would comply with modern 
sanitary bye-laws would not be easy to find. 
Welcome though such a revival would be, I am 
afraid we cannot look with very great hope in 
that direction. 

Small-animal practice has increased  enor- 
mously and there is no doubt that, from being 
looked upon merely as a side-line, it now 
represents a large and lucrative side of our 
professional work. The ever-increasing number 
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of unqualified persons who treat dogs and cats 
and provide kennel accommodation shows that 
there is much scope in this direction for veterin- 
ary surgeons to extend, and the recent closer 
collaboration with the R.S.P.C.A. should also 
assist in teaching small-animal owners to 
appreciate the difference between the qualified 
veterinary surgeon and the quack, and _ to 
benefit accordingly. 

Poultry work appears to me to be at present 
in the same category as canine and feline 
practice was fifty years ago ; that is to say, it is 
looked upon by the majority of veterinary 
surgeons as a side line. Surely it is possible that 
poultry practice will emulate small-animal 
practice in becoming an important and valuable 
addition to existing veterinary activities. 

I am quite sure that there is a great future 
for the Veterinary Profession. The main require- 
ment at the present time is a spirit of unity and 
a willingness by all branches to work together, 
whether practitioner, research worker, local or 
State official. That this spirit is not too evident 
at the moment is reflected in the meagre 
attendances at our meetings. Attractive pro- 
grammes are arranged, as far as possible to suit 
all tastes, but still the attendance figure remains 
absurdly low. This apathy is not confined to 
the ‘‘ Lancashire ’’—other Divisions appear to 
suffer in the same way. It is particularly 
noticeable also in the very poor support which 
is given to the benevolent organisations of the 
Profession. In the case of the Victoria Fund, 
the number of subscribers is approximately one 
out of every ten members on the R.C.V.S. 
Register. A similar number is correct for the 
membership of the National Veterinary Benevo- 
lent and Mutual Defence Society. The latter 
Society is primarily a defence organisation and 
therefore the subscription in this case is in the 
nature of a very valuable insurance premium 
and the comparatively small membership is 
therefore even more astonishing. All surplus 
funds are devoted to purposes of benevolence 
and the amount available is by no means 
sufficient to meet the calls made upon the Fund 
on the adequate scale which should be available 
to assist unfortunate professional colleagues or 
their dependents. Half a guinea per annum to 
each fund is such a small amount to the 
individual, but collectively what a difference it 
would make to the annual income thereby 
obtained and the work carried out by these 
benevolent organisations if 90 per cent. instead 
of only 10 per cent. of veterinary surgeons were 
subscribers. Maybe these remarks are outside 
the scope of this Address but, if so, I must plead 
aS an excuse my own personal interest in this 
work and, after all, it is undoubtedly a veterinary 
matter of no little importance. 

In conclusion I would appeal to all members 
to attend the meetings of this Division. No 
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President or Council, however willing, can make 
a success of a year of office without the adequate 
support of the members, and if every member 
would make a resolve to attend at least one 
meeting during the year, we should be assured 
of better average attendance figures than of late. 

For my own part, I assure you that I will do 
my utmost to further the interests of the 
‘‘ Lancashire’ and to justify the confidence 
which you have shown in me by electing me as 
your President. (Applause). 

Clinical Notes by Members of the Profession.— 
The meeting now received, with interest and 
appreciation, the following clinical contribu- 
tions :— 

(1) From Mr. H. R. HEwWETSoN—“ The 
Removal of an Intra-thoracic Obstruction 
by Means of the Gisophagoscope.”’ 

(2) From Mr. R. 8. WuitE—‘‘ A Case for 
Diagnosis.” 

(3) From Mr. A. J. WrigHT—‘“ A Series 
of Clinical Notes.” 

(4) From Major J. H. Wricgut—Patho- 
logical Specimens. 

[The report of this portion of the proceedings 
is transferred to our Clinical Section.—Editor. ] 

Mr. C. F. SHAWCROSS moved a vote of thanks 
to the contributors to the clinical discussion, 
this being seconded by Mr. G. MAYALL and 
unanimously approved. 

Council Report.—The Hon. Secretary read the 
Council Report as follows :— 

A Council Meeting was held at the Grand Hotel, 
Aytoun Street, Manchester, on Friday, January 
25th, 1935, at 2.30 p.m. The President, Mr. J. 
Holroyd, F.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M., occupied the Chair. 
Members present: Messrs. H. T. Matthews, G. C. 
Webster, G. H. Locke, R. C. Locke, W. Woods, 
E. H. Curbishley, J. Spruell, F. Hopkin, R, H. 
Oddy, C. F. Shawcross, and the Hon. Secretary. 

Apologies were received from Messrs. G. O. 
Davies, H. Sumner, Jun., and A. W. Noel Pillers. 

Minutes of the previous meeting were read 
and approved. 

Correspondence.—Letters from two members 
resigning from the Association were read. 

A letter from the Royal Sanitary Institute in- 
viting a delegate for the 1935 Congress at Bourne- 


mouth was read. 

A letter from Mr, R. C. Locke referring to 
the nomination of a candidate for the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons Council Election 





was also considered. It was decided that Messrs. . 


J. Holroyd and G. C. Webster be adopted as 
the official candidates of the Lancashire Division. 
As in previous years, the Hon. Secretary was 
instructed to communicate with the Yorkshire 
V.M.A. and the North of England branch of the 
N.V.M.A. to secure their co-operation in the issue 
of a joint election notice in support of their 
respective candidates in the veterinary press. 
A letter from the headquarters of the R.S.P.C.A. 
in connection with difficulties experienced in 
the organisation of a scheme for free treatment 
of sick animals of the poor in Manchester was 
considered. A letter from Mr. Prescot, of the 
Manchester Practitioners’ Committee, was_ re- 
ceived at the meeting, stating that steps had been 
taken to organise the decentralised scheme in 
co-operation with the local branch of the 
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R.S.P.C.A. The Hon. Secretary was instructed 
to communicate with the N.V.M.A. accordingly. 
Mr. Brooksbanks, Chairman of the Manchester 
Committee, attended the meeting and made a 
statement to the effect that that Committee would 
like to be recognised as a Sub-Committee of the 
Division. It was decided to recommend that 
this proposal be formally adopted. 

The Chairman brought to the notice of the 
Council that the Ministry of Agriculture are 
desirous that Divisions of the N.V.M.A., should 
invite a Superintendent Inspector of the Ministry 
to discuss the Ministry of Agriculture Attested 
Herds scheme at one of the meetings. It was 
unanimously agreed that this should be done at 
an early date. 

This report was unanimously adopted by the 
meeting. Mr. G. MAYALL proposed and Mr. 
H. R. HEWETSON seconded that the Manchester 
Committee be formally adopted as a Sub- 
committee of this Division. 

Mr. LockE, the President, stated that a 
meeting had been arranged for March 27th to 
hear Mr. J. O. Powley, M.R.c.y.S., Superin- 
tending Inspector of the Ministry of Agriculture 
discuss the Tuberculosis (Attested Herds) 
Scheme of the Ministry of Agriculture, at 
Liverpool. 

The adoption of Messrs. J. Holroyd and 
G. C. Webster as official candidates of the 
Lancashire Division for election to Council of 
the R.C.V.S. was formally moved and unani- 
mously approved. 

Any Other Business.—Mr. CURBISHLEY stated 
that he would like the Association to send a 
letter of welcome to Major Bett, who had come 
to practise in the district formerly administered 
by the late Mr. Ellis of Glossop. Mr. Curbishley 
further proposed a vote of thanks to the Presi- 
dent for his conduct in the chair, this being 
seconded by Mr. A. J. Wright. 

A. L. MULLEN, Hon. Secretary. 








“FIRST WORLD DOG SHOW” 

In a message from Frankfurt on April 22nd, 
The Times correspondent states that the third 
World Dog-Fanciers’ Congress, which was 
officially opened at Frankfurt on that day, was 
attended by some 300 delegates and representa- 
tives of international kennel clubs from 32 
different countries. The members’ of the 
honorary committee included Mr. W._ L. 
MacCandlish, the president of the English 
Kennel Club. : 

The Congress would be immediately followed 
by “the first world dog show.” With an entry 
of about 3,300 dogs belonging to 124 different 
breeds from 15 countries, and including a 
number of new breeds, it was claimed that the 
show would be the largest ever held on _ the 
Continent. As a special feature of the show the 
group of the hunting dogs had the strongest 
representation, more than 1,000. It was followed, 
in size of entry, by sheep and _ police dogs 
(Alsatians), dachshunds, the different types of 
Schnauzers, the various English specialities, and 
Great Danes. A number of European countries 
had organised special shows. No dogs were 
reported to have arrived from Great Britain, 
owing to the British quarantine regulations, 
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Notes and News 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest 
for inclusion in these columns. 


Diary of Events 

April 29th.—Meeting of the Editorial Com- 
mittee, N.V.M.A., at 2, Verulam 
Buildings, Gray’s Inn, W.C.1, at 
4 p.m. 

April 29th.—Meeting of the Midland Counties 
Division, N.V.M.A., at the Equita- 
tion School, Weedon, Northants. 

May 2nd.—Meeting of the Central Division, 
N.V.M.A., at the Conway Hall, 
Red Lion Square, W.C.1, = at 
6.30 p.m. 

May 9th.—Last day for nominations for elec- 

tion to R.C.V.S. Council. 

Voting Papers’ issued 

Council Election. 

May 30th.—Last day for return of Voting 
Papers R.C.V.S. Election. 

June 6th—R.C.V.S. Annual General Meeting, 
12 noon; Luncheon, 1.15 p.m. 
Annual General Meeting, Victoria 
Veterinary Benevolent Fund, 12.45 


May 23rd.— R.C.V.S 


p.m. 
June 13th.—D.V.S.M. Examination begins, 
Edinburgh. 
July 29th—August 2nd: N.V.M.A, Congress at 
nerve 


oe te 
bd ok 


R.C.VLS, “COU NC Il. KLECTION 

We are informed that two further nomina- 
tions for election to the Council of the Royal 
College have been received, viz., those of 
Professor W.C. Miller, of the Royal Veterinary 
College (Proposers, Mr. Wm, Nairn and Major 
J. G. MeGregor), and Mr. W. W. Peggie (Pro- 
posers, Mr. Wm. Nairn and Professor G, F. 


Boddie). There are now, therefore, 13 nomina- 
tions for eight vacancies. The voting papers 
will be issued on May 23rd. , 

st a * 


R.C.V.S. I ELL ow SHIP DIPLOMA 
The report of the Quarterly Meeting of Council, 
R.C.V.S., now to hand, reveals that three theses 
were submitted for the Fellowship Diploma, the 
Examiners recommending the award in one 
case. The successful applicant was Captain 
A. C. Shuttleworth, m-r.c.v.s., of Lytham, Lanes., 
and the subject of his thesis “ Dislocation of 
the aes in the Dog.” 


FOOT- -AND- MOU TH DISE ASE IN DORSET 


A further case of foot-and-mouth disease in 
Dorset was confirmed on Tuesday last at Bellamy 
Farm, Puddletrenthide, near Dorchester, where 
589 sheep and 12 cattle have been ordered to 
be destroyed. A week ago at Sturminster 
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Newton market over 2,000 head of stock were 
burnt. Dorchester market is now closed, making 
six markets in the county rendered idle by 
the outbreaks. Fears are entertained that the 
recurrence of the disease may imperil the hold- 
ing of the Royal Counties Show at Weymouth 
during the first week of June. 
a ok ok * i 
THE LATE MR. MARK TAILBY, M.n.c.v.s. 
AN APPRECIATION 


In connection with the death of Mr. Mark 
Tailby, M.R.c.v.s., of Edgbaston, which was 
recorded in our last issue, ““ W. H. B.” writes:— 

Mr. Mark Tailby, the second oldest 
member on the list of the R.C.V.S., passed 
peacefully away on the afternoon of Sunday, 
April 14th, following upon an attack of 
pneumonia, at the advanced age of 95. 

He was born on February 29th, 1840, and 
used humorously to ascribe his longevity to 
the fact of his having experienced but 23 
birthdays. He has for long outlived his 
contemporaries but there are still a few 
who remember his loyal friendship with 
gratitude. It was the writer’s privilege to 
enjoy the friendship of this notable veter- 
inary personality for close upon 50 years, 
and a more helpful, cordial and capable 
friend it would seem impossible to imagine. 

After three years’ apprenticeship with Mr. 
Samuel Boddington who then practised in 
Stephenson Street, Birmingham, opposite the 
Queen’s Hotel, and who acted as veterinary 
surgeon for the railway companies and a 
large professional class of horse-owners, Mr. 
Tailby qualified early in life, and at once 
commenced practice for himself, at Hunters 
Road, Handsworth. 

When the writer first made his acquaint- 
ance in 1887, Mr. Tailby was at his best 
as a practitioner—a keen observer, with 
senses alert, and capable of putting into 
practice all the best methods of his day. He 
was most desirable as a friend for one newly 
entering upon_ veterinary practic e. His 
practice was almost wholly equine: he had 
a very thorough knowledge of the horse, 
being very correct not only in his diagnoses 
of lameness, but extraordinarily accurate in 
his estimation of respiratory and cardiac 
pathological conditions, for he could map 
out these to a_ nicety to which subsequent 
post-mortem evidence gave proof. He was 
a real example of the type of practitioner 
whose present-day _ scarcity Professor 
Gamgee lamented in a speech which he 
delivered at one of the Annual Dinners of the 
Midland Counties Veterinary Medical Asso- 
ciation a few years back, who depended 
entirely upon the acuteness of his developed 
senses in making a diagnosis, 

Kind, modest, gentlemanly, the soul of 
honour and with an exemplary straightness 
in all his dealings, he was greatly valued by 
his fellow practitioners and clients alike. 
He greatly esteemed the confidence reposed 
in him by Mr. R. L. Hunt, at the time this 
gentleman was president of the R.C.V.S., 
when he placed Mr. Tailby in veterinary 
charge of his large and valuable Edgbaston 
stud. In 1930, Sir John M’F adyean, who 
entertained a high respect for Mr. Tailby, 
visited him, in company with the writer, at 
his residence to confer upon him the Hon. 
Associateship of the Midland Counties 
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Division of the National Veterinary Medical 
Association—a well-deserved honour, much 
appreciated by Mr. Tailby and especially its 
being conveyed through so highly respected 
and distinguished a friend, 





His attainments did not include micro- 
scopic and bacteriological methods in 


diagnosis, but, as a practical clinician, he 
was altogether admirable, and no man in 
his day did more to advance the dignity 
and status of the veterinary profession. 
Mr. Tailby was in practice as a veterinary 
surgeon in Dalton Street, Birmingham, and in 
the Midlands for 62 years and was formerly 
veterinary surgeon for a number of the brewery 
companies in the Midlands. He retired about 
15 years ago. He was a son of Edward Tailby, 
who was a member of Birmingham Town 
Council. 
INTERMENT 
A very large company assembled to pay their 
last tribute of affection and esteem at the funeral, 


on Thursday, April 18th. The service, which 
was conducted by Rev. Canon Stuart Blofield, 
was held at Edgbaston Parish Church and the 


late Mr. Mark Tailby was interred in the family 


vault there. _ d 
The following members of the veterinary 
profession were present: Messrs. C. J. Byner, 


S. de M. Woodward, L. C. Tipper, H. W. Griffiths 
(representing the Central Veterinary Society), 
H. W. Dawes (representing the Midland Counties 
Veterinary Medical Association), Charles Peatt 
(also representing Major Brennan DeVine), S. M. 


Hignett and Dr. F. Bullock (representing the 
R.C.V.S.). 


A wreath was sent from the President and 
Fellows of the Central Division of the N.V.M.A. 


B.M.A. LOSES THE PRESIDENT-ELECT 

News has reached London of the death of 
Sir Richard Stawell, President-elect of the British 
Medical Association. Nominated by the Victorian 
branch of the association early last year, he 
would have presided at the annual meeting of 
the B.M.A. which will be held in Melbourne 
next September. He was the first Australian to 
be appointed to the presidency, and there will 


be widespread regret in this country as well 
as in his native land that he did not live to 


enjoy to the full the fitting reward of a parti- 
cularly distinguished medical career. 
SIR GEORGE NEWMAN 

The retirement from official life of Sir George 
Newman, Chief Medical Officer of the Ministry of 
Health, to which we referred in a recent issue, 
affords us the opportunity of uniting in tribute 
to his great work for public health, with the 
many whose duties place them in close relation 
with human medicine. 

The outstanding achievements which have 
marked the medical work of the Ministry of 
Health and of the Board of Education during the 
long period through which Sir George has been 
the chief executive officer are recorded for all 
to read—as, indeed, they have been read with 
avidity—in the masterly annual reports from 
both departments. 

The fact that his appointment carried with 
it the status of Secretary to the Ministry of 
Health gave medicine a new position in Govern- 
ment affairs and the definite rank in the Civil 
Service proved of direct advantage to medicine 
both scientifically and because of its influence 
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upon public opinion. This advantage Sir 
George had both the initiative and the ability 
to utilise to the full for the benefit of the 
health of the British people, and the whole nation 
acknowledges its debt to him. 


ste at ate 


u.S.P.C.A. BALL FOR CLINICS 

At the Hundred Years Ball, which will be 
one of the first London functions to be held 
during the Jubilee celebrations, there will be a 
pageant portraying the great inventions of the 
past century. The ball is in aid of the R.S.P.C.A, 
Free Animal Clinies, and will be held at the 
Dorchester Hotel on April 30th. 


EASTER VAN HORSE PARADE 

The London Van Horse Parade in Regent’s 
Park on Easter Monday was as successful as ever, 
and over 600 horses passed before the judges. 
The parade, with its brightly painted vans and 
carts and its smartly turned-out horses, stretched 
for more than a mile along the park and attracted 
an admiring crowd. Lord Daresbury and Sir 
George Hastings took part in the judging, and 
the prizes were presented by Sir Kynaston 
Studd, who was accompanied by Lady Studd. 


NATIONAL HORSE ASSOCIATION: ANNUAL 
MEETING 

Mr. James Forshaw, the Shire horse owner 

and breeder, was elected President of the 

National Horse Association of Great Britain at 

the Annual General Meeting of members held 

on April 8th, while Colonel Sir Arthur Erskine 


was: elected President-elect (i.e.,. President in 
1936). 
Mr. Forshaw in his_ presidential address, 


expressed the hope that it might be possible for 
the Ministry of Agriculture to reinstate the heavy 
horse grants to the old figures, and pointed 
out that of the 1,687 stallions licensed in 1934, 
1,433 were heavy horse stallions. 

The report for the year revealed the satis- 
factory progress that had been made, indicating 


that the membership had risen from 632 in 
1934 to 750 to date. Sir Walter Gilbey, the 
founder of the Association, had proposed his 


young son Anthony Walter Gilbey as the 750th 
member of the Association. Sir Walter himself 
was the first member. 

The Horse Owners’ Reference Book (1s.), and 
the three parts of the Horse Owners’ Guide (6d. 
per part) had all proved very popular and suc- 
cessful, and it was hoped to issue further parts 
of the Guide during the year. The Association 
was rapidly securing all available information 
likely to be of use to the horse ewner, while 
the encouragement of horse riding, and of the 
use of the horse for transport, were the two 
main objects of the Association’s existence. 

The Association’s scheme of approved riding 
schools with the issue of a badge was proving 
very successful, as indicated by the number of 
establishments that had applied for inspection. 
The Council were of opinion that the greatest 
‘are must be taken in this matter, and rules 
for the guidance of inspectors had been drafted. 

The question of an_ inter-club competition 
among the various riding clubs was discussed, 
and referred for consideration of fuller details. 
Complaints from riders on Kenley Common, 
Epping Forest and Blackheath were discussed 
and the necessary action authorised, 


. 
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SHIRE HORSE SOCIETY 

At a meeting of the Council of the Shire Horse 
Society held at 12, Hanover Square, London, 
W.1, practical effect was given to the elections 
made by the Members of the Society at their 
Annual General Meeting held in January last by 
the formal installation of Sir E dward Mann, Bart., 
as President and Mr. C. Barker as President- 
Elect, i.e., President in 1936. 

Sir Walter Gilbey, Bart., reported that since 
the last meeting prize money, etc., had been 
paid amounting to £1,165, and the remaining 
prizes and accounts amounting to £1,403, were 
authorised for payment. In dealing with the 
cost of the Show, Sir Walter pointed out that 
almost every item of revenue showed an advance, 
and that in spite of the large membership of 
the Society there was a 20 per cent. increase 
in the number of persons paying for admission. 
The final result was that at £1,300 the cost of 
a Show was lower than any year since 

Mr. Thomas Forshaw reported that over 1,500 
applications had been received from members 
for copies of the Fifty-sixth Volume of the Stud 
Book and the whole of these had been issued. 
He called attention to the need for accuracy in 
describing the markings of animals tendered for 
registration particularly in the case of stallions 
in respect of which travelling licences are re- 
quired. Veterinary surgeons acting on _ behalf 
of the Ministry of Agriculture too frequently 
found that stallions submitted to them for exam- 
ination did not answer their Stud Book descrip- 
tions and as a result they were unable to give 
the necessary certificate until the discrepancies 
had been explained by reference to both the 
owner and the Shire Horse Society. 

The report of the Veterinary Surgeons, sub- 
mitted to the Horse Show Committee, indicated 
that of the 132 horses in the classes which are 
compulsorily subjected to examination 128 
were passed sound by all three inspectors, while 
the remaining four were rejected as_ suffering 
from one or other of the scheduled diseases. 


CENSU S OF HORSES 


A report, issued on Tuesday last, on the 
fifth census of horses made by the Army Council 
states that in ten years the number of horses 
in Great Britain has declined by over 600,000. 
On May 12th, 1934, the total of horses of all 
ages and classes was 1,263,507, compared with 
1,892,205 on June 4th, 1924—a decrease of 
628,698. / 

For the purposes of the census, a “ horse’ 
was defined as including a foal, yearling, mare, 
gelding, colt, filly, or pony. The exact ‘number 
of owners was not ascertained, but it was pro- 
bably not less than 354,000—giving four as the 
average number of horses owned by each indivi- 
dual owner. 

Horses owned by the four principal railway 
companies and the London Passenger Transport 
Board—numbering 14,834—have been excluded 
from the report, as well as horses owned by the 
military outkestiies. There were on October Ist 
last 12,605 Army horses. The total number of 
horses recorded in Orkney and Shetland in 1924 
was 10,116, but last year those counties were left 
out of the census. 

The number of horses over five and under 12 
vears of age was 534,187, which gave an average 
of 76,312 for each year of age. For the final age- 
group of horses over 12 years old, a total of 
451,691 was returned. In 1924 the numbers 
tabulated in this last group represented 21 per 
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cent. of the total. By 1934 this proportion had 
risen to 36 per cent. 

With the exception of “riding horses and 
hunters over 15 hands” and of thoroughbreds 
the numbers in all the various classes fell. The 
number of thoroughbreds was 17,423, compared 
with 16,990. 

The i decrease, both actual and propor- 
tional, was in the class for “ light and medium 
trade » draught horses, and light and medium 
trotting vanners over 15 hands.” The numbers 
fell from 197,514 in 1924 to 65,357, a decrease 
of 132,157, or 67 per cent. The decrease was 
distributed fairly evenly over the counties in 
England and Wales. The largest proportional 
decrease (78 per cent.) was in Cornwall, Devon, 
and Dorset, and the lowest (54 per cent.) in 
Cumberland, Lancashire, and Westmorland. In 
Scotland the proportional decrease of 61 per 
cent. was considerably less than that in England 
and Wales as a whole. 

The displacement of the horse_ by the 
mechanical vehicle was more gradual in agri- 
culture than in other large industries. Neverthe- 
less the number used for agricultural purposes 
fell from 753,762 to 652,920, a decrease of 
100,842, or approximately 13 per cent. 

The total number of horses recorded as 
stabled in the towns of Great Britain in 1934 
was 131,812, a decrease of 111,239, or 45°8 per 
cent., on the number recorded in 1924, which 
was 243,051. The thoroughbred class showed 
that there were last year 6,139 foals, yearlings, 
and two-year-olds, and 11,284 horses, mares, and 
geldings, three years old and upwards, compared 
with 7,265 and 9,725 respectively ten years 
previously. 

The total of horses of all ages in London was 
19,128, which included 6,578 he avy horses and 
heavy trotting vanners. Horses over 12 years 
old in the Metropolis numbered 4,457, and _ in- 
cluded 1,789 heavy horses and heavy trotting 
vanners. 

* * of: + ee: 


ANTHRAX IN GOAT HAIR 

A Home Office announcement draws attention 
to the Order in Council, made recently under 
the Anthrax Prevention Act, which came into 
force on April 22nd. 

This Order applies to all goat hair (with 
exceptions for certain specified classes of hair) 
and to goods mixed therewith, which must be 
delivered to the Government Wool Disinfecting 
Station at Liverpool for disinfection. 

Packages imported at other ports after passing 
the Customs must also be delivered to the dis- 
infecting station. 

ok * 
. POST- MORTEM AND REFRIGERATION 
CHANGES IN MEAT” 

Discussing the above subject, at a Conference 
on Meat, held under the auspices of the Food 
Group and the Liverpool Section of the Society 
of Chemical Industry, at Liverpool, on March 8th, 
Dr. T. Moran, of the Low Temperature Research 
Station, Cambridge, said that slaughterhouses 
should approximate in cleanliness to the 
operating theatres in hospitals. It was only in 
the last year or two that emphasis had been 
given to the importance of cleanliness in the 
slaughtering processes as a means of eliminating 

vastage. The water used for the washing down 
of freshly slaughtered carcases could not be 
changed too frequently, otherwise it would have 
a bacterial count of millions. On a square centi- 
metre of meat which had got into a slimy condi- 
tion there were about thirty million bacteria, 
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The bulk of imported meat came from South 
America, and on marketing in this country was 
on the average 30 to 33 days old, or just within 
its storage life of 35 to 40 days. Beyond that 
time the meat would show mould, bacterial 
slime, and tainting of the fat. Although it was 
possible for frozen meat to be edible and whole- 
some after storage for months or even for years, 
there was a definite loss of quality, due to the 
fact that the structure of the tissues was broken 
down by the freezing. So far as meat was con- 
cerned no method of freezing and thawing had 
yet been found which did not alter the appear- 
ance and texture of the tissues. 

Control of bloom was one of the most difficult 
problems in the storage of meat, which should 
never be exposed to a powerful light. “ That 
is why, I expect,” added Dr. Moran, “ meat shops 
are usually found on the north side of the 
street” 

It had been claimed that if meat were very 
rapidly frozen drip did not occur. He had never 
been able to substantiate that. Rapid freezing 
of meat did not seem to be of very much value. 

Nutritive value was the logical focus of all 
research on the preservation and_ storage of 
meat, and it could be assumed that if meat after 
storage was wholesome, its energy value was 
unaltered. As far as accessory food factors were 
concerned, with the exception of liver, meat was 
not a rich source of vitamins. Experiments 
designed to test nutritive value must be planned 
and carried out not simply as chemical and 
physiological experiments, but with due regard 
to the psychological aspect of the problem.— 
Extr. Meat Trades Journal. 


* * * * * 
PRESERVATION OF THE FAUNA OF THE 
EMPIRE 


The possibility of new conventions for the 
preservation of wild life in various parts of the 
world was referred to by Sir P. Chalmers 
Mitchell, secretary of the Zoological Society of 
London, when presiding, prior to his resignation, 
at a general meeting of the Society for the Pre- 
servation of the Fauna of the Empire, held at 
the offices of the Zoological Society, Regent’s 
Park, N.W. 

The Chairman said that since their last meet- 
ing the most important event, as far as they 
were concerned, was the final ratification by the 
British Government of the African Convention. 
They had been waiting a long time for it, but 
the British Government had had to consult a 
large number of provincial governments in 
Africa and other parts of the world. Now that 
the British Government had ratified the con- 
vention there was no doubt that the other 
governments whose delegates had signed would 
also ratify it. It was the first and a very 
important stage in preserving the flora and 
fauna of the Continent of Africa. They hoped 
that the convention would serve as a model for 
similar conventions which would gradually 
embrace a large part of the world. There had 
been an All-India conference and the _ chief 
business was to see how far it was possible to 
adhere, as far as India was concerned, to the 
African Convention. They had reason to hope 
that the All-India conference would prove to be 
a direct step towards a conference to deal with 
a large part of Asia and Australasia. 

One of the greatest troubles that had existed 
in Africa for a long time had been a plague of 
locusts. A new method of dealing with it by 
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the use of aeroplanes had been adopted and a 
powder fatal to locusts and containing arsenic 
in some form had been used. It was very 
effective, but it also, either directly or indirectly, 
killed a large number of other kinds of animal 
life. They had been considering the matter 
and collecting all the information they could 
about it, and there was some hope now of 
getting a preparation which, while destructive 
to locusts, would not do damage to other forms 
of life. 
Bo * K aK * 


“B C G UP-TO-DATE ” 


The Paris Correspondent of The Lancet, con- 
tributes the following note, under the above 
heading, to the March 16th issue of that journal: 

“ Dr. C. Guérin, whose association with B CG 
is indicated in its final letter, has lately sum- 
marised its progress! since Calmette’s death. 
During the first ten months of last year 110,486 
vaccinations and 13,909 revaccinations were 
effected—a daily average of 368 and 46 respec- 
tively. During the first ten months of 1934 the 
vaccinations numbered 136,544, and the 
revaccinations 20,819, the daily averages rising 
to 455 and 69. It will be seen that the rate of 
increase of the revaccinations is approximately 
double that of the vaccinations. At the present 
time every fifth child is born in France is given 
BC G. Since the end of 1933 much progress 
has been made in the B C G treatment of children 
over the age of two years and of tuberculin- 
negative adults—progress which  has_ been 
facilitated by the simplicity of the technique of 
vaccination by the mouth. In their consistent 
adherence to oral rather than parenteral vaccina- 
tion, Calmette and his school may have erred 
from the strictly scientific point of view, but 
they have shown a shrewd sense of psychological 
values. It is claimed by Guérin that no serious 
sequel to B C G vaccination has been brought 
to his attention. He quotes Sotty’s observations 
as showing that the tuberculosis morbidity was 
eight times greater among the controls. than 
among the children given B C G, both the controls 
and the B C G children being members of 
tuberculous families. It appears that 37 per 
cent. of the requests addressed to the Pasteur 
Institute for B C G are made by doctors, and 
63 per cent. by midwives and_ tuberculosis 
dispensaries. B C G is still provided free of 
charge. Abroad, 52 laboratories in 34 different 
countries have been authorised to distribute 
BCG. As for its limitatigns and alleged failures, 
three deserve special mention. As in the case 
of all other infectious diseases, there is always 
a certain proportion of persons refractory to 
vaccination. The second cause of failure con- 
cerns the race between B C G and _ virulent 
tubercle bacilli. First come, first served; and it 
is essential that the child who is born in a 
tuberculous milieu should be isolated from it 
while it acquires the immunity which B C G con- 
fers. The third failure or difficulty concerns the 
ability of the tubercle bacillus to resist phago- 
cytosis. Unlike most pathogenic germs, it is 
extraordinarily resistant to digestion in the 
tissues, whose dealings with it are of an expulsive 
rather than a destructive order. But expulsion 
is not always feasible, and when the subject 
of B C G vaccination is exposed to severe and 
prolonged superinfection by virulent bacilli, there 
may be an accumulation of them in the lym- 
phatie tissues, with resultant tuberculous lesions 
which are not, as a rule, progressive. 


1 Bull. de VAcad. de Méd., 1935, cxiii, 58. 
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“At a recent meeting of the Société de 
Pédiatrie, Dr. Tixier protested against the poare- 
ganda at present conducted in favour of B C 
whose eflicacy he considered doubtful, and w bose 
dangers he believed were certain. The storm 
he raised on this occasion has induced the 
-asteur Institute to appoint a commission of 
investigation composed of biologists and clini- 
cians. This commission will be presided over 
by Professor Marfan, its members being Drs. 
Debre, Weil-Hallé, Lereboullet, Nobeécourt, 
Guérin, Bocquet, Négre, Martin, and Ramon. It 
would be difficult to collect a body of men 
enjoying better reputations for scientific attain- 
ments and integrity in their respective fields. 
But it is a pity, when the Pasteur Institute’s 
chief trump card is being scrutinised, that so 
many of the members of this commission should 
happen to be also members of the Institute and, 
in certain cases, directly associated with the 
genesis and subsequent sponsoring of BC G. The 
reaeneehenen touc well 


TRANSMISSIBLE DISEASES ; OF SWINE IN 


AMERICA 


Confining their report to other than parasitic 
diseases, the Committee on Transmissible Dis- 
eases of Swine of the United States Livestock 
Sanitary Association stated that in spite of the 
unprecedented drought in 1934 and the consider- 
able movement of swine incident to it, there had 
been no unusual prevalence of infective diseases, 
with the possible exception of erysipelas and 
intestinal disorders, and the death-toll was below 
the average. 

Erysipelas, however, vas becoming wide- 
spread, it was reported, and further laboratory 
studies were nec essary, particularly in relation 
to prompt diagnosis and permanent immunisa- 
tion. 

With regard to intestinal disorders, these 
continued to present a complex problem on 
account of their apparently numerous etiologic 
factors. Salmonella and coccidia had _ been 
definitely established as etiologic factors in 
enteric disorders in swine, while spirochetes, 
amoeba, trichomonads and balantidium had been 
identified in some cases of hemorrhagic enteritis. 
In former years chronic enteritis associated with 
suipestifer infection predominated, but recently 
acute enteritis had been more prevalent, and 
this was readily transmissible, highly fatal, and 
unresponsive to treatment. Hemorrhagic dysen- 
tery was also on the increase. 

The increased incidence of abortion disdase 
in some localities called for further research 
in this direction also. 

Hog cholera was still regarded as the major 
swine problem. As it had not been very pre- 

valent in 1934 there had been less vaccination 
than normal, and swine-producers were warned 
of the necessity for protecting their herds from 
this malady. In spite of marked progress in 
hog cholera serum therapy, the losses were still 
too great, and new regulations relating to control 
measures needed to be enforced. 


TRANSMISSIBLE DISEASES OF POULTRY 


The Committee on Transmissible Diseases of 
Poultry expressed general satisfaction with the 
progress made in the control of the more pre- 
valent diseases (fowl-pox, pullorum disease, avian 
tuberculosis and infectious laryngotracheitis), but 
stated that much still remained to be done in 
the solution of several complex disease problems, 
particularly in regard to the various respiratory 
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infections of chickens, the paralysis complex, 
and certain paratyphoid infections distinct from 
pullorum disease. Towards this they at present 
had only general hygienic methods, and, though 
valuable, these were insufficient. 


MIL K- BORNE E PIDEMICS 


In a recent annotation concerning milk-borne 
epidemics, The Lancet observes that typhoid 
fever has been largely mastered in this country, 
but only at the price of eternal vigilance, and 
proceeds: “ It still looms large in America, where 
indeed it presents a definite problem, and those 
larger areas which are well organised keep 
regular records of all known typhoid carriers 
and endeavour to check and control their move- 
ments. Despite this many of the milk-borne 
epidemics are demonstrably due to carriers, a 
fact which is being brought home to the country 
by the work of the Dairy Research Bureau, 
Whose recent bulletin gives particulars of the 
milk-borne epidemics reported in U.S.A. during 
the year 1933. They are summarised thus:— 


Epidemics. Cases, Deaths. 


te 


Typhoid fever... 23 229 26 
Paratyphoid fever 1 17 0 
Diphtheria i 2 19 3 
Septic sore throat 7 515 5 
Scarlet fever ied 3 238 4 
Milk sickness be 2 10 1 
Udder cocci sha 2 250 () 


42 1278 39 


“Analysis of the 25 typhoid epidemics shows 
that 13 of them were due to infection from a 
typhoid carrier and a further three from cases 
of typhoid fever. The paratyphoid was spread 
from a case of this disease infecting the milk- 
supply. The epidemics of septic sore throat 
were large and it is a fact of no little interest 
that such outbreaks are spread by milk year by 
year in America, while they occur rarely in 
Great Britain. Up to about 25 years ago one 
or two were reported in this country each year; 
outbreaks then ceased except for the extensive 
one at Brighton and Hove in 1930-31. This 
peculiarity of distribution has never’ been 
explained. Of the U.S.A. outbreaks the two most 
extensive were at Chilton (Wisconsin), with 
1,945 inhabitants and 250 cases, and at Luzerne 
and Hadley (New York State), still smaller 
villages, with 179 cases; in each instance there 
were two deaths. One of the most extensive 
outbreaks in the series was in Cumberland 
County (Tennessee), where 248 cases were attri- 
buted to hemolytic staphylococci in the udder 

two cows. More particulars of this outbreak 
would be of interest. Apparently it was of acute 
food poisoning type due to the enterococcus 
toxin, thus linking it with other outbreaks of 
staphylococcus food poisoning. Two of the out- 
breaks, one of typhoid fever and one of milk 
poisoning, were spread by Grade A raw milk. 
In every instance the milk consumed was raw 
milk (in two cases cream) unpasteurised. This 
is linked up with the fact that in 30 of these 
42 epidemics the population of the place was 
less than 10,000. Every student of public health 
in U.S.A. knows that the organisation in the 
large cities is usually at a high level, in the 
small towns and rural areas often rudimentary. 

asteurisation is almost universal in the cities, 

incomplete and partial outside them. Disease 
is spread by milk only in areas which do not 
enforce pasteurisation,” 
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